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Grace aud Peace in Chriſt Feſus. 


matter ſubject of this Treatiſe being yet 


ture, Viz, What Eccleſiaſticall Govern= 
ment is to be judged to be, according to the 
Mora of God, in reſpect of the office it ſelf, 
and alſo the Beſt in reſpect of its uſe: Af- 
ter that, upon more and more deliberation, 
ad perfected my conluſion, the ſaying of Auguſtiue came in- 


Ih 


to my mind, He that concealeth a truth, and he that teacheth 


a falſbood are both guilty: the firſt becauſe he will not profit; 
the other becauſe he intendeth to hurt and delude: which I 
apprehend as a double caution, both of not publiſhing any Uto- 
pian Eccleſiaſticall form of Government of mine own forging, 
as alſo, of not ſtifling, by my ſilence, a form truly Apoſtolicall. 
Which Reſolution, notwithſtanding, I did not adventure to 
take, before that T was fortifted in my perſwaſion by a general 


chers, in ſome principal points appealing to the Divines of the 
4GQhurch of Gezeve; Nor yet do we ſo much inſiſt upon their 
Confeſſions as upon their Proofs, eſpecially being grounded up- 
on two infallible foundations. The firſt, the general verdict 
of Antiquity, as well Doctrinall as Hiſtoricall : Though 
we ſhould not name that general Council of Calcedow con- 
ſiſting of 630 Fathers, which by one Canon decreed it to be a 
Sacriledge to preſſe down a Biſhop into the degree of a Presby- 
ter. The ſame Council that did alſo ordain another Canon, 
which was then the very break-aeck of Romiſh wu 
— k 4 A 2 2» 1C 


in ſuſpenſe, and to be determin'd de f#- 


_ conſent of Proteſtant Divines of reformed Churches, and among 
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ie Epiſtle to the Readers © 


3. The Authenticall Texts of Scripture ſo far as thereby to 
demonſtrate Chriſt his own approbation of Epiſcopal Prelacy + 


after his Aſcenſion in the Churches of Aſia: in one whereof 
without all contradiction was one Polycargws. Biſhop and 
Mar Ie | | | r we 
tow the Churches, whereof we are to ſpeak, the Tracta te 
hath been undertaken in behalf of Proteſtane Charches, which 
practice at this day the ſame Prelacy under theſe two divers 
names of Epiſcopacy and Superintendency, as much exceeding 
the number of thoſe which are deſtitute of Biſhops, yet ſo, as 
juſtly condemning the. Romiſh Hierarchy ( rather Tyranny ) 
poyloned with moſt groſſe Idolatry ; and not fo, onely, but ſo 
far oppoſite to the Epiſcopacy which we defend, that it is a 
falſe U ſurpation, that all Biſhops be originally deduced from 


. the pope, and dependant upon him. Other Churches deſtitute 


of Biſhops we differ from, yet not ſo (far be it from us) as not 
to account them eſſential Churches of Chrift, but to whom ag 
formerly, we do deſirouſly give the right hand of Brotherly 
fellowſhip ; to joyn againſt the common and grand adverſary 
in the Romiſh B«by/ow. | 10 

Concerinng other poĩnts circumſtantial we have provided, 
that our Method be with coherence, our Styl plain and even, 
our Allegations direct and punctual, our Authors juſtly approve- 
able, our Taxations toothleſs, and our Inferencies brief, perti- 
nent and conſectary. a 
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The Coments of every T n = 5 15. 


s Heſis. That our Bugli Epiſcopacy hath been juſtified b 
S the confeſſion of the 00 Sher ear yay. — 


II. Theſis. That there was never any viſible conſtitu- 
ö ted Church in all Chriſtendome ſince the Appoſtles time 
for 1500. years and more which held Epiſcopacy in it ſelf to be nulamful. 5 
III. Thefis: That Epiſcopall Prelacy is acknowledged by Proteſtant 
Divines of remote Churches to be according to the Word of God, and their 
conſent therein unto Primitive Antiquity. 1 
IV. Theſis. That Epiſcopall Government in the Church is, in reſpeci 
of the neceſſary uſe thereof , the Beſt, by the conſent of Proteſtant Di. 
Pines of other reformed Churches. -:-© 
V. Theſis. That the moſt Proteſtant Churches do profeſſe and prattiſe 
4 Prelacy over Presbyters, 13 
VI. Theſis. That the former Reaſons of Confeſſions of Proteſtant Di- 
vines, concerning the neceſſity of Epiſcopall Prelacy, for preſervation of 
concord and preventing of Schiſme, is correſpondent to the judgement of 
Antiquity. 14 
VII. Theſis. That oy primitively were not only the cbiefeſt 
ry ww the Chriſtian Faith, but alſo the greateſt adverſaries to Ro- 
miſh Popedome, as habe alſo our Engliſh, 16 
VIII. Theſis. That to be of Apoſticall Inſtitution argueth in it a Di- 
vine Right by the confeſſion of excellent Divines of the reformed 
Churches, : 18 
IX. Theſis. I hat no ancient Father abſolutely denyed the Apoſticall 
Origmall of Epiſcopacy, no not the objetted Hierdme, who will ſbew 
bimſelf a manife(t Patron thereof. 9 
X. Theſis. That Clement an Apoſtolicall Diſciple, to whoſe arbitre- 
ment both our Oppoſites and we offer to yeild our ſelves, doth patrouize 
Epiſcopacy , as being Apoſtolicall. 21 
XI. 1 8 T 1 2 v Boe before Hierome did unani - 
Mou{ly teſtiſie an Apoſtolica t of Epiſcopacy. 2 
vt Ka Ta the 7 Antiquity of Epiſcopacy 8 cnfeſ! 
ſedly proved out of Ignatius. | 26 
XIII. Theſis. That Antiquity bath given us Rules of Reſolution for 
the knowledge of any Apoſtolicall praftice , which may ſerve in the caſe 
of Epiſcopacy. | - . 
XIV. Theſis, Thad Proteſtavt Divines of other Reformed * 
| n * _ 


Churches, in ſpeciall by the Church of Geneva. Pag. 1 
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| Contents). 
5 have held it moſt equall to he direbted by the judgments of Antienti for a 
13 | proof of a Prattice 4poſtolicall,, Jt 28 
. V. Theſis: That Mr. Beza bimſelf is challengable to yeild unto an 
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| XVII. Theſis. That Timothy and Titus both hea a Prelacy over 
11 Presbyters notwithſtanding the objedtion of the Community of names of 

B Biſhops and Preſ byters is ſufficiently confeſſed by Proteſtant Divines of - 
remote Churches, nth F t 3 EIS 

XVIII. Theſis. That Timothy and Titus have had a Prelacy as 
Biſhops over Presbyters in the Apoſtles times, notwithſtanding the Objetje 
on, that they were called Evangeliſts according ts conſent of Proteſtants 


— — 


— —ä — 2 


of Reformed Churches. j 34 
XIX. Theſis. That Antiquity taught an Epiſcopacy both in Timothy 
aud Titus. [ta Js 36 


| 3 
XX. Theſis. That our Oppoſites firſt Expoſition which inierpreteth the 
Angell to meane the Whole Church and Congregation is notably extra- 


Vagant, ; El i 38 
XXI. Theſis: That our Oppoſites ſecoud Expoſition of the word An. 
gell, to ſigniſie onely the Order and Colledge of Presbyters, is erroneous, nos- 


—— — 


| With/tanding the Arguments of our Oppofites to the contrary. 39 

Ibe Anſwer #0 #be firſt Argument. 39 
| Io the Second. ä 39 
if | To the Third, 7 3 
| | To the Fourth. | | 43 
|; To the Latt, # | 43 


| XXII. Theſis. That our Oppoſites third Expoſition of the word Angell, 
fo ene one only Paſtour in the Church of Epheſus, is extremely new and 
naug hi. 
XXIII Theſis. That by the word Angell of Epheſus, to ſignifie a — 
gular and individuall Paſtour having a Prelacy over Presbyters, is proved 
by « large conſent of Proteſtant Divines without Exception judicious and 
ingenuous. | 5 +: of 
XXIV. Theſis. That Antiquity held not the word Angell ( whereof we 
treat) to be taken collectively for a Multitude of Paſtours, 48 
4M XXV. Theſis. That the word Angell in other places of the Revelation 
| | is commonly, if not alwayes individually talen. | 48 
{| XXVI. Theſis. That by 4ngell is meant individually one Bifhop, is 
0 | demonſtrated by Hiſtoricall learning without contradiction, 50 
5 XXVII. Thefis. That Chriſt bimſelf ſhewed hir approbation of Prela- 
cy, Which the foreſaid Angels bad in their ſeverall Churches, 52 
| Ds ND THE 


The judgment of Proteſtant Divines, 
of remote Churches, as well ſuch as 


. were the firſt Reformers of Religi- _ 


on, as others after them in behalf 
of Epiſcopal degree inthe Church, 


i they perform, both by their direct and 


ingenious confeſſions, and after by ſound 

and ſolid Proofs, ſo far as to ſhew Bpiſ- 
copal Prelacy to be According to Goas 
a ord, as alſo to acknowledge the ſame for 
uſe to be the Beſt kinde of Eccleſiaſtical 


Government. We are, in the firſt place, 
to try their plain confeſciont concerning the ſaid Prelacy , as 


well in ſpecial, for our Engliſh , as touching Epiſcopacy in ge- 


nerall,in what Orthodox Church ſoever,and afterwards to ad- 


joyn the proofs. 


1. THESIS. | 
That eur Engliſs Epiſcopacy hath brew juſtified by the confuſ- 


ou of the moſt learned Proteſtants of remote Curches , in 
ſpecial by the Church of Geneva. ; 
Ur Epiſcopall Prelacy we are ſure was profeſs'd, and 
practiſ'd by Biſhops. - | 
1. In the dayes of King Edward the 6. who as they were 
the principal Authors of the Reformation of our Proteſtant Re- 
| | ligion, 
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ligion, ſo did ſome of them ſeal the truth of their profeſſion 
with their bloud, and have therefore been with others thus 
* oulin epiſt· extolld by that golden mouth of the French Church(#) Maſter 
T 2 * n Moulin ſaying, That they were for zeal nothing inferionr to 
Martyrum ba. he moſt excellent. ſervants of God, that Germany or France 
bemus ſcripta, ever had, which ſaith he) none will deny is ſo, if not wilfully ſtu. 
& meminimu pid and blinded in day-light, Yea, and touching thoſe then 
27 75 delum, Archbiſhops and Biſhops () Bezs for the Church of Gereve. 
5 . Ie happened in our memory, that ſhe ( peaking of our Engliſh 
praftentiſſimo. Church) hath had men of that calling, not onely conſtant Mare 
rum Dei ſeruo- tyrs of God, hut alſo excellent Paſtours and Doctors. 
rum, quos Fer- 2. In the dayes of Queen Elizabeth , Calvin the moſt il- 
* 1:95 90g * luſtrious ſtar of the Church of Geneva, doubted not to inſtile 
qui negat, opor- Archbiſhop Cranmer (c) A moſt accompliſt d Prelats (ſaith 


tet u3 fit vel he) who hath the cure, not onley of England, but alſo of che whole 


- 


improbeè vecors, Chriſtian. world, which he did tothe dignifying of the Go- 


. vernment of our Engliſh Church; and no marvel, ſeing thae 
11 he durſt profeſſe to yeild, in behalf, even of Popiſh Biſhops, 
tate caliget in upon condition, that renouncing the dependance upon the 
clara luce. Pope, and acknowledgment of Chriſt as their onely Head, 
(b) Beta Re. with profeſſion of his Truth (d). Then ſhall weprofeſſe all 
[tou{. ad Sarav, f hem ( ſaith he) Who ſhall not reverently and willingly ſubmit 
de Miniſt. gra- to their Government, to be worthy of whatſoever Anathema or 
dibus, c. 18. p. curſe, So he, even in his Tractate of Reformation of the 
305. WW} Church, at what time alſo Beze after his congratulating the 


7 1e gbr f Eft: orien: 


* 


% merh panne, Whe Would deſpiſe bis Authority, Yea 
wel di He gbr the then Government by Arch- 
biſhops' and Biſhops, as to wiſh it wig he be perpetual Unto ex atimo obſe- 
them. f Sadell likewiſe, who is ſufficiently commended by quantur: ma- 
his excellent 1 = 2 of the Proteſtant Religion, 
did joyn together with Pers in an Apology to vindicate % 1% 249% 
| themſelves from'a ſiniſter report, as if they bag detracted from ee 
the Right of Government by Arch-biſhops and Biſhops, 14cm rurſus ad 
avouching the ſame aſper ſion to have been 4 moſt impious ſlan» Sarav. upon 
der. And (f) Biſhep Fenell, how was he honoured by Peter Theory 1552 
Martyr, calling him A moſt renowned Prelate , and by Sib- erke ne by. 
brandus Lubbartus, entitling him The Ornament, not one ly of Arch. biſh 


ut alſo of the Arch. biſhops 
England, but alſo of the whole world? ad Bilkops,” 


Biſhop of | London, to (e) fubmit unto him, bolding him wer- &) 1 1 
774 „EPpIſſ. 


23. ut omni bi 
praſulibus ſuis 


) Hierom Zanchee, one in the opinion of our Oppoſites Fruantur ſane. 


(we doubt not) worthily renowned, in his Letters to Queen ; — DE Vos 
— ; ; : a - 3 u u- 
Blizabeth , he exhorteth her Hajefty with an imprims, and nam fit Ht na- 
eſpecially to gxtend her care, power aud authority, to have god- tioni perpetuge 
ty Bi pops, skilfall in holy Seriptares, of which ſort (faith he) f This is cited 


by the bleſſing of God you have already very many: and to che- by the Author 


riſh and hear them. () Alſo in his Epiſtle to Arch-biſhop & the precch. 
Grindall, upon occaſion of his remove to Canterbury, he ex- ded holy diſci- 


preſſeth his joy for that acceſle of dignity, as a teſtimony of Pline, &. Be. 
Goas love towards him, and a means whereb y he might more 
and more promote Gods true Religion, Our Oppoſites ought not „ihn 7... 
to be offended with us, although we offer unto them next an 21 A 
Author, ſomewhat diſtaſtfull unto them at the firſt hearing, ut quod ſalfiſf⸗ 


5 me & imp 
denti ſimè nonnulli nobis objiciunt cuiquam uſpiam Eccleſia ſequendum noſtrum peculiare excite 
plum praſcribamus imperitiſſimorum illorum ſimiles, qui nibiI nift quod ipſi agunt, rectum putant, 
(4) Ter. Martyr Epiſt. praſix. Juelli Apol. Ampliſſime Praſul, & Domine mihi qus- 
tidie etiam atque etiam obſeruaude. Sibrand, contra Grotium p. 183, citatus i Nicholas Vi- 
delio. lib. de Epiſcopat. Conſtantiui magni p. 25. (g) TZanchius in Epiſt. ad Elixab. 
Anglia Regin. (Cogitet Tua Majeſtas in hoc omnen Fuam curam, porentiam & authort= 


de Miniſt. 


raven intendere ut imprimis Epiſcopor habeas pios , & in Saris liters eruditos, ficut Dei be- 


neficio habes quamplurimos , eoſque foveas & audias. (b) Idem Epiſt. Edmund Grindalle 
Epiſcop. non poſſum non gratulari novam & amnpliſimam- dignitatem : quonian ifta ſunt di. 
vinæ benedidions Ttſtinsonia & conſtant Tus in Deum pierath, qua ejus beneficentis cuts 
Tua magis magiſque in vers Religioue & pietate promoveri poſſit.- Wo ns ak 
SIE | B namely, 


joti fend dignt 
ſunt qui Autho- 


34 apud Sarav. 
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. 4 7 Fartvia de namely (i) D. Saravia, becauſe 3s he is a Religious Divine: 
Nia gradi and as un- Epiſcopall as any other, ſo alſo is he as Orthodox, 


Ladens. Sant Every-where , as they know , inveighing againſt che Romiſh 


Miran um e- Hierarchie; he confeſſeth himſelf to wonder at the wiſdome 
rum [ap:entiam, of the Reformers of Religion in England, Je as not any where 
qui Anglican? deviating from the antient Church of Chrift , and concludeth 
Ecdefie refti- with this Epiphonema, ſaying, I hold it 4 part of ber happineſs 


par 1 * that ſhe hath retained with her the order of Bi ſbops. 


ita ſe atrempe- 3+ In the raigne of King «mes, that famous (k) 1/aack Ca- 


rarum ut nuſ- ſaubon, whom we reckon as the fourth witneſſe from the 
quan deceſsiſſe Church of Geneva, had that eſtimation of our Eng liſh Epiſco- 


ret 6 „ pall government, as to confeſſe, That vo Church doth come 


conſuetudine re- 164 67 the form of the primitive Church, then it doth + ſo farre 
grehendi poſſint that even they who envyed her happineſſe, are notwithſtanding ' 
Et in Epiſt. De. conſtrained to ex toll it, He proceeds furthermore to blazon 
Lies er In the worthineſſe of it. If (faith he) the eſſentiall part of the 
— . Church be enquired into, and what either neceſſarily belongetb 
2 —— unto the Doctrine of Salvation, or elſs to the decency of the 
eſt, quid bhune Church, then (prayſed aud magnified be God) no Church 
OrdizemEpiſci® ypox earth can be found , which more profeſſeth the faith, and 


porum rer inet. eſembleth the form of the ancient Catholique Church, then 


(%) Tae Ca. it doth, So he. 5 | 
laub. Regem al-. But to return to our French witneſſe again: worthy Ma- 
doquens, in pra- ſter Moulin, in an anſwer to a Papiſt, who upbraided him with 
fat, ad exercis. the diſcipline of England, doth avouch the dignity thereof, 
opt 1 Tus telling him furthermore, That their agreement is ſuch , that 


s in Tui p fg 
n uus England (faith he) bath been a refuge to our perſecuted 
jan oh -v4Y Churches, and correſpendently the excellenteſt ſervants of God 


ftitutam,partim in our Churches, as Peter Martyr, Calvin, Beza, and Zanchee, 
mannis Tuis la- ; f 
boribus ita inſtauratam ut ad florentis quondam Becleſia formam nulla hodie propius accedat, 
quam Tus: inter, vel exceſſu, vel defefiu peccantes, median viam ſequuia. Quã mode - 
ratione hoc primum ajſecuta eſt Eccleſia Anglicana, ut illi ipſi qui ſuam jelicitatem invi- 
dent, ſæpè tamen ex altarum comparatione illam cogantur laudare. Idem Epiſt. ad Gard. 
Beron. Reg. Brit. nomine ſed ex animi quoque ſui ſententia, Gerte ac liquide mibi con- 
ſtat, fi note $719 eis quarantur, & vere neceſſaria ad Salutem ſpectemur, ut etiam 
al decorum Eccleſiæ, nullam in orbe terrarum (Deo uni fit lau: & gloria) inventam, que pro- 
iis ad idem, aut ſpeciem antique Eecleſiæ Catholicæ atcedat, &. * Maſier Moulin in 
is Zuskler of Faith. ?, 2715 5 r e 31 


have 


Therightsf Ev1scorncy) * 
bade tos written Letters full of reſpect and amity to the pre- 
lates of England. So he. TT” 
Laſtly, now under our Gracious Severaigne King Charles 
in the time of Arch-Biſhop Abbt, Whoſe daily experience 
did teſtifie the reciprocall correſpondence between him, and 
with other Biſhops and all reformed Churches beyond the Sea. 
At what time likewiſe Cyrili, late Greek Patriarch of Confta- 
tinople, did ſo farre honour both him and our Engliſh Church, as 
to profeſſe his accordance therewith, more ſpecially then with 
any other. And if our Biſhops of later date had not been re- 
ſpeed, then ſurely would not the Divines about Breme in 
Germany have ſent their controverſies had among themſelves, 
onely unto certain Biſhops in England (as they did) to have 
them moderated by their judgements, not to ſpeak of their 
dedications of ſome of their Books unto Biſhops. Theſe laſt 
Relations nothing, but the importunity of theſe times, could 
have extorted from us. Thus much of particular reſpects had 
in ſpeciall to our Engliſh Epiſcopall Government, by ſingular 
approved Divines of the reformed Proteſtant Churches. In 
the next place, as the thread of our method leadeth us, we are 
to examine what they will ſay touching the unlawfulneſſe, or 
lawfulneſs thereof in generall. 5 


II. TESTS. 


That there was never any viſibly can ſtituted Church in all 
Chriſtendome ſince the Apoſtles time for 1 500. years and 
more, which held Epiſcopacy in it ſelf to be unlawfull, 


W E are not ignorant that even at this time, all Epiſco- 

pacy, and Prelacy of any one above Presbyterie, is RY 

cryed down by ſome as unlawfull in it ſelf, notwithſtanding Augaſt de Aeris 
our Oppoſites cannot but know what, beſides Epiphanime, * : 
Saint Azguftixe recorded of one Aerius, to wit, that be, be- 2 Epi- 
cauſe he could not obtain to be made 4 Biſhop, did therefore ſcopus ordinari, 
teach t bat there ought to be no difference between 4 Presbyter dicebat Presby- 
and a Biſſop. So he: and for that cauſe they liſted him among Ta 41. 
the erroneous Authors of that Age, but (he being excepted ) — —— 


B 2 never diſcerai, 


OI ATED. — me, * 
t o_ _ 


- — — — 


2 > rn 
mne 
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7 The right of Ep18.c02acy; 
never any viſible Chnreh of Chriſt before him, we adde, nor 
yet any thus proteſted after him, cor. before theſe dayes of con- 

tradiction defended his opinion. Now whether the humour 
of deſire to rule others, and the unwillingneſſe to be ſubject un- 
to others, may not equally tranſpore ſome Eccleſiaſticks to op- 
poſe againſt Epiſcopacy, they can beſt judge whom it moſt 
concernes. We know (beſide infinite others, who have ac- 
knowledged the lawfulneſſe of Epiſcopacy) ſome proteſtant 
Divines of remote Churches, who have fully condemn'd the 
opinion of Aerius. Three may ſuffice for three hundred if 

a they be learned and judicious Authors, and not intereſted in 

92 11 Ee. that which is now called Epiſcopall policy. (4) Maſter Mou. 

4 Epiſc. Win- lin commeth on roundly : I bave fince my infancy ( faith he) 

ton. Ab tncung- abhborr'd the opinion of Acrius. () Tylenus alſo a Divine of 

bulis Atrium the French Church as pertinently and plainly: None ever be- 
dannavi. fore Aëtius endeavoured the extirpation of E piſcopacy, nor yet 

(b) Tylenus in after him any, but ſome of Geneva, What ſome he might 

paræneſ. Ante meane we know not, but whom he might not meane we have 

— already ſhewn , as Calvin, Bexa, Sadle, and Canſabon, who 

3 nemo, have given their ample ſuffrages for our Engliſh Epiſcopacy, 

poſt Atrium ſo- but only ſpeak againſt the Romiſh Hierarchie: And now, 

lum Geneven- for the generality of it, (c) Bez4 is again at hand, ſaying, If 
ſes ftudebant, there be any, as I think ( ſaith he) there is not, who altogether 

(Beta de Mis re ject the Epiſcopall Order, God forbid that any of ſound brains 

niſt. gradibus. ſhogld ever aſſent to their furies: and beſi des, proteſteth his ac. 

ty 22 knowledged obſer vance, and all reverence to all Biſhops refors 

9 — med. Hitherto againſt the objected unlawfulneſſe of Epiſcopaey 

perſuaſerii) qui in the Chureh of Chriſt. But this will not ſatis fie ſome men, 

onnem Epiſce= except furthermore the lawfulneſs thereof may appear in that 

Tarte Ordinem, degree which is called in reſpe& of its right, According te the 

ike: & .,. Word of God, It belongeth unto us to ſhew this by the Con- 

ut quiſquamn 1 feſſion of Divines of remote Proteſtant Churches, which we 


o 


ne wenzir fur: are ready to performe, and more too. 
ribusWorum . | 88 
aſſentiatur. Idem ſi modd deformatam domum Dei adamuſſim ex verbi divini Regula pro 
vledbus inſigurarent, ut Eccleſia Chriſtiane fi dos paſtores, cur uon agusſcamus ? - obſervemus ? 


& ani Keverentis proſequanurt © . 
a TIS ane] | III. Tas 2185 


* 


 Theright of Ev13covacy; 7 


Jin Tunes. 


. 


That Epiſcopal Prelacy 4 acknowledged by Proteſtant Divines $& 
f remote Ghurches to be According to the Word of God, and 
their conſent therein unto Primitive Antiquity, 
Luther, tom. 1. 


Diber may well be allowed: for the fore- man amongſt 

the Reformers of the Proteſtant: Religion, who proveth — — 5 
the Prelacy of Epiſcopacy above ſimple Preulyters (for fo he — a 
ſaith) by Divine Right; and this he doth in his Tracto re called Lypfia diſputa- 
his Reſelution, grounding his judgment upon Scripture, onibas habitis, 
whereof hereafter. Accordingly Bucer, againſt the Pope as e wr 
Anti- Chriſt : (4) Me ſee (faith he) by their per petual ob ſer va. * 
tion of Churches, and from the Apoſtles themſelv es, that it ſee- debere Epiſco- 
med good to the holy Ghoſt that ſome ſin gular one ſhould be ap- pum proprium 
pointed among the Prasbyters to Govern in ſo ſacred an Order, jure divine, 
who hath for the [ame cauſe, the Appellation of Biſhop in Scrip- — ex Paulo 
ture. Scultetus the Divine, Profeſſour at Heide!bergyproſeſring 4. —_— 
Epiſcopal degree to be of divine Right, and profeſſeth to prove jus rei gratis, 
it to be ſuch by eficaciom reaſons, who in the ſequell of his religui te Cres 
diſcourſe will be as good: as his word; with whom agreeth 74:47 qua de- 
that admirable Schollar (c) 1{asc Caſaubon, the ornament of —— 
Geneva, who held the ſame to be grounded upon the Teſimo- ſinplices Proſe 
nies of Scriptzres. Theſe may ſerve for the preſent till we Hieros per ci- 


come to a larger conſent. 7 vitates ficur 
All theſe, and other the former confeſſions of Proteſtant Di- 4 _— 
vines, are the proper idiom and language of primitive Antiqui- Precbyters fu. 


ty, teaching thus. . Epiſcopacy is by the Ordination of Chriſt. iſe Epiſcopos. 


OD . Heron. & tex. 
tus ſequens oſtendit, dicens, oportet E piſcopum irreprebenſibilem eſſe. (b) Bucer, de Regno 
Chriſti lib, 2 cap, 12, Ex perpetuã Eecleſiarum obſervatioue ab ipſis Apoſtolis videmus uiſum 
hoc eſſe Siritui Sano, ut inter Presbyteros unus Eccleſtarum & totius Sacri Miniſterii gerat 
curam ſingulorum, & cunctis præerat aliis qua de cauſa Epiſeopi nomen hujuſmodi Eccleſia. 
vum Curatoribus coſt peculiariter attributum : tametfi hi ſine Presbyterorum conſilio nibil ſta- 
tuere debuerant qui & ipſi propter hanc communem Ecclefiarum ad miniſt. ratio nem Epiſcopi in 
Seri pturis vocantur. (c) Iſaac Caſaubon, Exercit, Epiſcopi, Presbyteri, Diaconi aperti 
Scriptura teſtimoniis ſunt ſundati. Ibid, Apoftolorum hodie vicarii ſunt, eiſi non pari pote. 
ſtate cum Apoſtolis omnes E piſcopi, ut e B. Cypriano antea dicebamus Exercit.. 14. Cyprian, 
Ep, 65. Apoſtolis vicariã ordinatlone ſuccedere Efiſcopos. | 

| 80 


_ 4 
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Piſcopatem Alg divine power, the refs fan 


TacW " Ser 
teto 
23 4 J) Origen, And thus, The Apoſtles were made Biſhi s by 


(e) Cyprian E. Chriſt, who ordained others (meaning Biſhops ) in other places, | 


| Piſt. 65,44 Ro. þy whom the Church ſpould be govern'd: ( g) So on r 
gat. Nuodſi 02 thus, (%) Biſhops conſtituted over Presbyters,' as 7 


e Word 


2 K. of God teacheh: So Epiphavius. And thus, (i) None can be 


um audemus, ignorant that Biſhops were inſtituted by Chriſt when he made 
gui Epiſcopss His Apoſtles, by whom others ſhould be made Biſhops , whom we 


facit; Et Epiſt. ſucce e d, and ( peaking of Biſhops ) of whom Chriſt ſaid, he that 
pee of _ deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me. So again Anguſtine. : | 

voids — fun- Before we end this point we ſhall deſire our Oppoſites to 
data ſit ccc bethink themſelves what they think may fignifie the ſuffra- 
Epiſſ. ad Cornel. ges of the Fathers of the Synod of Calcedon, for Antiquity, 
2 one of the firſt four Generall, and in this generality univer - 
— ſally received throughout Chriſtendom , for amplitude con- 
teſtatem. fiſting of fix hundred and thirty Biſhops , and for averſene ſſẽ 
(t) Origen, againſt the Pope of Rome, that which undermin'd the very 
trafinMat.31, foundation of Romiſh Popedom, which is a pretence of having 
cognoſcunt EPt- p een eſtabliſhed by the divine Authority of Chriſt the uni- 


(cop 15 — verſall Biſhop of the Church, and equalling another Patriarch 


quod conſtituit with him, and ſhewing that all the Primacy which the Pope of 
cos Dominus Rome had, was but from humane Authority. This ( Coun- 
ſuper ſaniliam cel concerning Epifcopacy ordain'd, that To depoſe a Biſpop 
GY _ „ down to the degree of 4 Presbyter, is Sacriledge, 
g) Auguſt. in | | 

quaſtion, veter. This ſo great a Harmony, between the former Proteſtant 
& nevi Teſia- Divines , and thoſe eminent Fathers, how ſhall it not ſound 
men. 24g. 97. delightfull unto every docible and unpreoccupated hearer ? 


Suben u- Theſe confeſſions notwithſtanding, we have not diſcharg d 
ſtrum Epiſcopos | ih i e | 5 * 
inſti tuiſſe, quando Apoſtoli fad i ſunt, qui miſſi ſunt ut mittere poſſiut alios; ipſe enim imprimis 
Apoſtolis inſtituit Epiſcopos. (h) Epiphanius adverſus Aerium Ot ios Auyts d, agxti De 


Hereſi. 35. (i) Auguſt. lib. 2. contra Donatiſt. cap. 42. De Apoftol# 2 Chriſto miſs, quis 


bus nos ſucceſſimus eadem poteſtate Eccleſiam Dei gubernantes: & de Verb. Domini Serm. 24. 
Lui ves ſpernit, me ſpernit & c. (k) Concil, Calced Can, 29. Toy *ETiox0ror tis Tay ga- 
Auer ape fuTipe efpry Itgogvnic £51 u. eite 0 zl © 8 bs 5D; 10 

our 
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I  TherightefEerscoracy,. - 
zur Aſſumption, uacill we produce their proofes, which is to be 

tl mag irt the e confefſions of Proteſtant Divines and c- 

cordag ke Antiquity, in acknowledging Epiſcopacy to be 
t forme of Government in reſpect of the uſe thereof. K Ns 


11 3 | I'V. 1A E318. 

That Epiſcepall Government in the Church, u, in reſpełt of the 
neceſſary uſe thereof; the beſt by tlie conſent of Proteſtant 
- Divines of other reformed Churches, * | 


A Ome peradventure will conceive, that three at the leaſt be- 
ing required in the degree of compariſon, to make up a 
of Therefore our three muſt be taken either for Epsſcopacy, 
which is a Prelacy of one above more; or Presbytery, which 
is an equality of moe among themſelves; or that which is cal- 
led an Independency, of one in eucli Pariſh without relation to 
any other. Which miſ-begotten brat was never heard of in 
ancient times, or approv'd of any latter Church of Chriſt | 
fince ; add indeed is but the erecting of a Pope in every Pa- 
rith; 'whereof ſomething * hereafter. It will be ſufficient that * See here- 
we underſtand a beſ# in the full latitude with compariſon of ter. 
whatſoever other. | 

Our Proteſtant Witneſſes we ranke into two Claſſes ; Firſt 

is the Church of the Lucheravs, who were the firſt Reformers | 
of dur Proteſtant Religion. (a) If our Reader will be pleaſed (a) Lather; 
but to caſt his eye upon the Marginalls, he may find out theſe em. a fob 207; 
following obſervables, viz. that Lutber will be known, when Plus illir tribus 
he complained of Biſhops, to have meant over tyrannons (Po- — 
piſt) B iſbops, and thom, (as he ſaith) who are unworthy of tbe Hogg vari 

_ 1% | „ n 4 1 220 nomine dignov. 
Tupes enim & canes appellare oportat, & fol. 2 20. Nemo contra ſtatum Eiſcoporum, & 
vert Epiſcopos vel bonof paſtoret didtum puter quicquid contra hos Tyrannas dicitur. Apel. 
Confeſſ. ng . cap. de numero & uſu Sacramenti. No ſæpe proteſtati ſumus ſumma cum volun« 
date conſeruate. Politiam Ecoleſiaſti cam & gradus in Eccleſiã ſactos eriam ſumma authoritate. 
lib 4 gg. Frpteſtaut. de unitat. Ecclef. ut [chiſmata-vitareutuy acceſſit utilis ordinatio ut ex multi: 


Preahyteris eligeretur Epiſcopus qui regeret E celeſiam decende Evangelium & retineneds Di- 


ſeizlinam, ut præeſſet Presb merit, & 6. 
8 Holy 
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according. to our former promiſe, after that we 
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An Pag. 365. 


Faſtics Video he became a ſincerely profers/d*Proteſtanc” and 
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Holy name of Biſhop }| next, thut all Proteſtan 
lan# Hiſt conf. proteſted thei 1 Here & the diſcipi | of 322 
in the Church by iu UHurhoriry of Biſbops, whereby 
bus cap. 16. lancthon, by the perſwaſion of Luther, was as much bent for 
dicam, utinam 
tuere Epiſcop®- intolerable then ever it was. There is added to this the ac- 
mus babituri Ec & Wr 
ot refract ory and. 


0 name t all Proteſtant Chur tle or 

(b) Phil. Me- —_— Ry crall Confellipns, bed (as the 7 Ne 
ey ht to conſerve the diſcipline of deg 

Teſte. Sarav. de CURYCD Dy #HE CATHINOT HY of Dijon vereby to remove 
Miniſt. gradi diſſentions and'Schiſmes from the Church, then that (b) Me. 
pol IK # Epiſcopall Government as any, when he burſt out into this 
1 expreſſion ; ILονινν ita, in m to reſtore the Goverh> 
Joſſem adnini- ment of Biſbeps, fer: ſet what a Church wo ſball have, the Ec- 
ſtrationem reſti- cle ſiaſticail Policy being diſſolu u, {fareſee it will he far more 
rum. Video c xnowledgment of Bucer; holding it neceſſary, that the Cler- 
on babe £7 Lit be (ſpeaking pf Biſhops.) towhew che. Arithority of 
clefam diſſolu- the Chaveh is committed: His tenſor, leaſt | 


24 politiã Eccle- di ſſolu te peſeut [ould be in the Church.” | rin 12 5 anol t, af er 
| ic a ſincerely protels'd Proteſtar | Faithfalſ Prea- 
Bauliden eber of the Goſpel, Tpeatcng of Biſhops, tha, would be faith- 
mult intolera- full in Governing the Church! (e) How willingly, and with 
biliorem, quam what gladutſſe of heart,” mould we (Tith he ) reverence 
unquom fuir, , obey, ni ytHdthre their or dis tient und jniriſdittion.the which 
nihil conceſsi- , aud Luther have very ofgen” vrovefled „ both by word and 
mus prater ea ringe re Fi. 0 n en en e 
Lutherus cen - Ss” n 
ſuis eſſe rel. We now paſſe unto the other Claſſes of Proteſtant Divines, 
denda. of Reformed. Churches, beginning with Calvin himſelf, 
Melanfhon ci- vho hatf a double intuition concerning Presbyteriall Govern- 
ante ment. One as it may be conſidered is in an Independency; 
quia omnino ne- ſo that every one have 4 Right of excommunication in him 
ceſſe eft ur Cle. ſelf : (d) this he calleth, unpreſitable, odious, and ſuch as caſily 
ici ſuos habe. | . | 
ys — WI Cuſtodes inſtaurandoy, us Epiſcoporum , ita & eArchiepiſcorum , alio» 
rumque omnium ; quibuſcunque nominibus cenſeantur poteſtas & animadverſio, ne quis omniuo 
fit in hoc orline a gapuvenr@-«i(c) Georgius Prins.” Anbolt. G oneidn. In prafat. de Ordina- 
-rione Teſte Saravia pag. 267. utinam ſian gerunt nomina & tivulss, ita ſo reipſa p raſt vers 
Epiſcopor Si ñ̃ atliter Eceleſias reg erent, quam libenter, quamũ qur cordis lætitid, pro Epiſco« 
pis ipſos babere, revereri, morem gerere, debitam juriſdictionem & ordinationem eis facere, 
ei que ſ ne ulla recuſatione fruit vellemus. (d) Caluinus Epiſt. ai Gaſparum Magnum ut i- 


£ 


lapſus in Tyrannidem, & Apoſtoli alium uſum tradiderunts. -'* 


le ſuit jus excummunicandi permitti ſingulis paſtoribus, nunc es res olioſa eſt, & facilſs ejt 


turneth 


” 


2 — wo 


in Tyranny, and contrary to that which the Apoſtie 
takght. Next bebolding them in a joynt parity, he relateth 


the reaſon of the firſt beginning of Epiſcopacy, and ſaith tru- 
ty, (e) that by oY 7 7 among Presbytars, (as it | 


uſeth to be ) Scbiſmes and di ſſontions might ariſe among them. (e) Catv.inftits 


This Parentheſis L as it #ſeth to be ] which he inſerteth, cer- #9 4. uf. 2. & 
1 n Tom, 7. fol. 2 18. 


KS 


tainly hath in it a ſting, which pierceth into the Bowells of the — 


cauſe. Succeſſour to Calvin was Bex, who thus far ſucceedeth ſuo numero en 


him alſo in his opinion, as( F )to confeſſe (as he ſaith) from ex- ſngulis civita- 


- inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, whatſoever it was, he will be knows to qualitate us f-. 
abhore and reprehend it, as erected by pride : but why ? for none eri ſolet diſſdiss 


perience, this of the Presbyterian Government, that it being not titus nw eli- 
{#fficient to repreſs vices, choice was made of ene to Governe the . Cu [Po 
reſt, at was obſerved anciently (ſaith he) from the Evang · Mark Epiſcopi da. 

in the famous Church of Alexandria i Again, ſpeaking of the ban, ne ex 4. 


gan deny (faith he) but that there was great uſe of it wbilſt ren.. 
that goodly and Godly Biſhops were chief over * 4 e 


We may well preſume (as was ſaid ) that the other patt of the rum gradibus © 


miſquoted ſentence of Z anchie is extant in ſome Impreſſion of 4b. 23. apud 
his Works, wherein he did ſo ſymbolize with the forecited — oay 


Sentence of Calvin, (g) Teſtifying before God (for theſe are —— 
the words) that be heldeth them Schiſmatic l, who ſhall deter- — * 
mine, that in the reſtauration of Churches there ought to be no iſſe,' non ſatk 
227 having authority over Presbyters, where freely they virium cos ba- 


may be had. He proceedeth furthermore, 7think with Calvin —— wh 


faith he, bem to be Wortby of whatſoever Anathema, who will not Arg. 


eata v. ſingu- 


lis paſtoribus per vices hujur Prima: dignitate: Erg viſum fuit ad unum, & illum quien 


totius Preabyterii judicio, delectum transferre, quod certè reprehendi non debet, cum præſertim 
vernſtus hic mos fuit in eAlexandrins Eccleſia, jam inde 2 Marco Evangeliſta obſervatus eſſet, 
& rarſus. Ahſit ut hunc Ordinem, etſi mera divina diſpofitione non conſtitutum, tamen aut ut te- 
mere, aut ſaperbe inventum reprehendam , cujus petius magnum uſum ſuiſſe, quandiu boni 
& Sancti Epiſcopi Ecclefiis prefuerunt , quir inficiari poſſt ? (g) Citat per Peirum Moulin: 
filium Hieron. Z anch. Thefibus de vera reformandarum Eccleſierum ratione. Teſtor me coram 
Deo in mea conſcienria non alio habere loco quam Schiſmaticerum illos omnes, qui in parte 
Reformationss Fccleſtarum ponunt nullos habere Epiſcopos, qui authoritatis radu ſuo⸗ 
compresbyteros emineant, ubi liquido poſſint haberi. Praterea cum D. Culv. nullo non Anathe- 
mate dignos cenſeo, quotquot illi Hierarchia , que ſe Domino Feſu ſubmittit , ſubjici no- 


lunt. 
& C be 


— 


F, 9 NN => 9 e 2 . * n 33 TR PR 4 ern is i EF, r N * 5 8 N 
8 a > N Lt, Fa < ? . ; * 
: " -m"—_ — ca . — e 1 7 - — = 
TE: - F f N 9 — 2. N f 
7 — " #1 £ 44 Y- : . F 
8 4 F ! - a ; 4 ö 
» I — F 2 I : * * * . b. 5 
2 2 


. mä ̃⁵˙ UA A a rs, Oo — wy 
1 * PI s 2 > * 


OI OO OO > 
” 


c n 


: : — | : 8 5 44 6 
12 "rev tpi if Brite cb 


ey: ES. 
be ſubjett to their Government , which [ubmitteth"It ſelf ts 


* (b) Z anchins Chriſt; So he. Furthermore concerning the teſtimonies, as 1 


p14. 7-inſud may ſo ſay, of Eeccleſiaſticall Government, (C) Zanechie con- 
Confeſſione. feſſed Epiſcopacy to have been ordained for the beſt end, to 
5 moms wit, the edification of the Elect. The ſentence of Calviz hath 
dllis cx omni» been formerly alleadged ; Unto theſe we adde the ſaying of 
um patrum ſeri- the proloquutour in the Synod of Dort, who' is rendred unto 
pris, quam il us, by them that heard him, to have wiſped, that the Church 
Miniſfrorun ' with them were ſo happy as our E ngliſh,by having an Epiſcopall 
ut x tt a Government among them. This caſe was fo evident to a late 
$otius Reipubl. Advocat for Presbyters, Salmaſius by name, that although 
Chriſtian con- he relucteth juſtly againſt an irregular Prelacy, yet doth he 
{enſu in Eccte- freely and ingenuouſly grant, that (i) the preferring of one 
2 — 9. Biſhop in every Church, was inſtituted with beſt reaſons. 
ife e .au: Would any ſee more? Then he is to obſerve the Proteſta- 
ten ege ſum qui tion made by the German Divines in the Auguſtane confeſſi- 
bora Eccle- on, proteſting their deſire for the conſervation of Epiſcopacy ; 


his approbet in- vhereof it is teſtified by a (æ) Theologicall profeſſour; that 


l other Proteſtants were ready to ſubſeribe to the Auguſtane 


noſtri temporis Confeſſion; (per ommia ) excepting only the Article of the 
improbare auſi Euchariſt, becauſe it was not clearly explain'd: among theſe 
ſum quippe Proteſtants he names Calvin, Bexa, Vermiliaes, Marlorat and 
E e e. Zanchins, which probably could not have been altogether 
cletia, & ex pi- true, if they had been adverſaries to the foreſaid Proteſta- 


tate atque ad tion. 


optimor finezpro Before we can conclude, we return to Geneva to be ſatis- 
— fied in a main queſtion ; which is, whether the forme of 
vis false per. Government in Geneva ought. to be perſcribed as a patterne 
jeffa & ordi- to other Reformed Churches to be regulated thereby: And 
natd: quid quad 1 | | | 

in Carles Proveſtantiune nan deſunt Epiſcapi. (i) Wall a, alias Salmafuus lib. de Epiſe, 2413 


_ Epiſcopus Cecliſtis regendis unicus prapoſitus. oft qui & Preshyteri: Nuri bus units" Eecleſie 


het. Bong fine hoc inſtitutum eſſe. nemo nezas, cum optima. ratio fuerit ita inſtituandi. 
eee t 2 2 , Dro. Eccleſ. Orthodoxy de — — 285. 
in Colloquia, Poxfiacena e Anguſtanæ confenfomi per omnia ſe ſubſcribene puratos ee, teſtari ſuns 
rater m Arricula dering de Euchariſtii, utyote obſeumi : yoſth. 


when 


N * ——— 
% Ly * 
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h 0 4 Bere ä about this very point; 


when s confult wich (4) 2 | 
telleth us, that this opinion was, imparted to their Church, pag. 343. «pud 
dut in the name of the whole Church of Geneva: rejecteth it Sarav. Lyod 
05.8 moſt falſe and impudent erprobration. After this com- is 
pariſon made by weight and ponderation, we ſeek to try what Boni ty 
may be done by computation and numbring. bbdjiciunt; cui 
Ecclefiz ſeguendum noftrum peculiare cxemplum preſcribamus , impetitiſſimorum illorum þ+ 
miles, qui niit, nifi quod ih agent, rectum putans, 


V. Tuazs 18. 


That the e Za Cbare bes do profeſſe and prattiſe 
©. Prelacy over Presbyters. 3 


Any now look upon our Engliſh Biſhops as birds upon 
M owles, yet not peradventure ſo, as they for ſtrangeneſſe 
or for reverence ; but with left eyes in an opinion of ſingulari- 
ty and onelineſſe, as a thing not acknowledged in other re- 
more and reformed Churches of Proteſtants ;' not conſidering 
what hath' been publiſhed co the world long-ago, that the 
word Superintendent is of the ſame ſignification with the word 
Bi/h1p : both from the ſame Greek, FE'rioz«@©-. Yet ſome 
Proteſtant Churches practiſing a Prelacy , vail it over with the ſul confeſſione 
word Superintendency: If we would know what, (4) Zas- ſuit mibl ra 
chie will ſpeak out and to the purpoſe), in telling us that Epiſ- terea babenda 
cops (whom we call Biſhops ) and Superintendents, are words die _ | 
of the ſame ſenſe and re : and therefore Where there is — — | 
an agreement in the thing (i gnified , there ought not to be any — 


Evangelium + 
altercation and ſtrife about words. But what will he ſay to — 


the practice? He diſtinguiſheth Proteſtant Churches in this re- ſuos tamen, & 


ſpect into three differences, ſome whereof practiſe a ſuperiority _ —— 
f one above the Clergy under the proper name of Bi/5ops ; an- ses aun 
W 87 P 8/110PsS 3 an- piſcopos, ques 
_ | mutatis bo- 
nis græci nominibus in male Latina) vocant Superimendentes & Generale. & rintendene 
tes; ſed etiam ubi neque vetera illa bona Graca neque hæc neva mate Latina verbs obtinent, 
ibi tamen ſolent eſſe aliquot primarii, penes 40. fere tota eſt Authorit as. Sed cum de re bus 


convenit quii de numiuihus altercamur? Teſte Sarap, de Miuiſtrorum gradibus, c. 23. p. 363. 


C 2 other 
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other ſort the ſame, but under the name of Superintendents and 
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thieral Superintendents, whom we call Arch-biſhops, Laſtly, 


on: he diſcloſeth à third kinde, (a circumſtance very remarkeable 7 
who although they avoid the Titles of Biſhops or Superin- 


tendents, yet uſe they to be ſuch primarii, as to ſay, eminent in 


Prelacꝝ, as in whom (for ſo he ſaith) the whole Authority con- 
ſeth. Now therefore our queſtion muſt be, whether the 


Church exerciſing Prelacy,or the other that onely praftiſe equa- 
lity, exceed in number. Wh. | ; 

The number of Churches, which had Prelates under the 
name of Biſhops, and the other of Superintendents ( being in 
figniftcation the ſame) ſeemed to Greg. de Valentia, the Jeſuite, 
ſo many, that he thought all Proteſtant Churches to have 
Biſhops. —_ | q | 

An excellent ſervant of God Doctor Duræus, and 2 zealous 
hunter after the beſt game, which is, the general peace of Pro- 
teſtant Churches among themſelves, hath ſet down a Cata- 
logue of the Churches reform'd on both Parties, and reckon- 
eth ( if he be not miſtaken ) ſeven Biſhops ia the Kiogdom af 


Swede: in Denmark Biſhops, in other Lutheran Churches Su- 


* Luke 5. 35. 


1 would be worth our knowledge to underſtand ; that the 


perintendents, and in all Imperial Cities among the Prote- 
ſtants, beſides divers other reform'd Churches the like; which 
we ſuppoſe will rather keep their conformity with England, 
then taſt new wine with others, ſeing that, as the Texc ſaith, 
* The old is beiter: and whether the Epiſcopal form be not 
the onely and Apoſtolical, cometh. now to be diſcuſſed by in- 


quiring into Antiquity. 


VI. Tyuns1s. 


That the former reaſons of Confeſrions of Proteſtant Divines, 
concerning the neceſaity of Epiſcopal Prelacy, for preſerva- 
tion of concord and preventing of ſchiſme, is correſpondent 

to the judgment of Antiquity. | 


former Confeſſions of Proteſtant Divines are, in effect, bo 
| ; E 


a= 


a * 


ien of Ev1gcoracy, 
the ecchoings unto the ſeacences of ancient Fathers. Among (A) Hieran in K 
whom, Hierome could tell us, (a] That the original of Epiſco- piſt al Evag) 

 pacy (which is the placing of one Presbyter in a degree above Onnes Epiſcops 


others) was decreed throughout the whole world, for taking (ubicunque ſunt 


locorum) Sus 
ceſſores ſunt A- 
poſtolerum, Ad 


away Schiſme: which uſe thereof was held ſo nect ſſary in the 
dayes of Antiquity , that the ſaid Hicrome ſpared not to af- 


firm, (5) That the ſafety of the Church dependeth upon the Euagr. C 


dignity of a Biſhop,to whom, except ſome eminent Authority be poſted unus eſt 
i ven, there will be 4s many Schiſmes as there are Prieſts in the electus, quæ præ- 
Church, So he, and before him Tertullian thus, (c) The Biſhop ene ger, 
: | # 3 is, in Schiſmatis 
i for the honoar of the Church, which being in ſafetꝝ, our peace eme lium fa. 
wil be alſo ſafe. But how (d) Cbryſoſtome and Gregory 1\Vy[- um eſt,nequiſc 
ſen do illuſtrate, both affirming the ſame neceſſity of a Biſhop quam ad ſe tra- 
in the Church, 4s ## a Precentor ina Quire, a Covernour in bent Ecclefiam 


a Campe, and a Pilot in a Ship. By which Epiſcopal order * corrum- 


(faith (e) Baſi!) the Church is reduced as one ſoul into com- (b) Hieron, ad- 


munion and concord: yea and before all theſe ; . f) Cyprian ver. Lucif. Ee. 
Biſhop and Martyr, complained of ſuch inſolencies of Preſ. Cleſia ſalus ex 
byters againſt their Biſhops , as being ca»ſes of here ſies and ſummi Sacerdo- 
ſebiſmes againſt a divine power of Government. So he ; Theſe, 44 cui niſt ex- 
will ſome ſay, are but their ſayings, and ſhall we therefore ors quadam & 
think that their ſayings were not the ſymbolls and expreſſi - ab omnibus emi- 
ons of their meaning; but we preſume better of them that are vent detur pote- 
ingenuous » and the rather for their further ſatisfaRion which — hood 
may be had in the next Theſis, | Schiſmats ques 
Sacerdotes, 


3 Tertull. lib. de Baptiſmo, Epiſcopus propter Eccleſia bonorem, quo ſalvo ſalua eſt Pax. 


Nyſſen. Hom, in Ecclefiaſt. ut Chorus ad Cori pbæum reſpicit, nempè ſuum ductorem, nauta 
ad Guberaatorem & Acies ad Imperatorem; ita etiam ad Eccleſiam qui preſunt in cætu Eco 
cleſæ. Chryſoſtom. orat. in diffs Apeſtoli, Omnia in gloriam Dei. Druemadmodum Chs- 
ru Precemtorem , & nautarum multitudo Gubcrnatorem requirit, fic & Sacerdotem catus Pon- 
tiſcem, Oe. (e) Baſil. in E piſt. ad Eccleſ. Ai, de .Epiſcopis Membra Eccleſia bas diguitate 
ande und duden aims m concerdiam, & communicnem reducantur. (f) Cyprian. E. 
pift. Unde Hareſes, unde Schiſmata , niſi qudd Sacerdoti dei non obtemperent , qui eſt loco 
Chrifti Fudex. Idem Epiſt. 55. Adun eſt de Epiſcopatũs vigore, & de Eccleſia gu bernaudæ 
— ac diving peteſtate, & c. (where he ſpeaketh of himſelf, and not of the Biſhop of 

ne.) 8 | ; 


VII. Tun 818. 
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VII. Tunis. is 


That Biſhops primitively were not only the chiefeſt champions 
for the Chriſtin " faith, but alſo the greateſt adverſaries to 
Romiſh Popedome, as have alſo our Engliſh, 


B 


Efore we can begin dhe proof of this Theſis, we are con- 
fronted by our Oppoſites againſt Primitive Fathers in 
Smefiym. in ſtrange termes, Biſbops by advancing the authority of E piſco- 
their vindica- ey did thereby ( ſay they) bur plead their own canſe,and made 
EL... ſtirrop for the Romi Antichriſt to mount into his Pontifical 
(4) Prigbeman fadale. So they. Which contumely againſt the reverend an 
Pinar tiquity, we are loath to call by irs proper name being there- 
' poribus eraut a. fore not bo reprove others, bur to prove what we have in 
ercciſſimecla- hand, which is that ſome of the ancient Biſhops! lived in the 
des, (cd tamen torrid zone of fiery perſecution, and others in a temperate. 
Jdelts ad exile: Of the firſt ſore we have it confeſſed, That the perſecuting 
— Þ) wagon Emperours did, above all others, make their Inquiſition and 
flireruns, repor- exerciſes of their furies moſt eſpecially upon Biſhops; we 
tante Trophæa it upon record in Cyprian, but much more in other Ec- 
mes TTopvar have it upo JP 
| Viiorieeerho- cleſiaſticall Hiſtories, wherein, as is confeſſed by () Ma- 
5 —.— — ſter Brightman, although Diocleſian in his Edit, did eſpecially 
Eee. commend the deſtruftion of all that had taken ſacred Order res 
 Erant in Conci- in a further (b)ſpeciality the maſſacring of Biſhops ; he relateth 
lio Nicanos & hi; one hundred and fixty of them were martyred in two places; 
rarſue qui biſto« yea, and in the Church of Rome it ſelf is alſo reckoned the num- 
. ber of 160. Biſhops, who were martyrs of Chriſt in thoſe primi- 
& ſexagina tive times. To fancy that theſe afflicted and perſecuted Mem- 
 Epiſcoporam bers of Chriſt for cheir degree fake, could pride it in their 
Sen Sagaſard Bpiſcopall office, would be held to be but a dream, they will 
incti ſunt Epiſcopa he | 1 4, £1 
. 4 rather think, that if they ſhould prelate it, ( as Marriners uſe 
as edicto Re- to frolike it) rather in a calme of tranquility but for this alſo 
Eis proferantur ye ſhall eaſily ſubcribe to the judgement of Maſter Bec, 
ut delerentuy 1.5 when he was thus poſed, whether he ſhould impute the 


univerſs qui ſa- i heſe Primitive ſervants of God, ( whoſe 
; note of pride unto theſe Primitive fc 
2 names have alwayes been celebrious in the Church of Chriſt 


(to 


- [ * 


| ( to wit) 34 fil. N yſen, N A ian rn, Athenaſius, | Chryſoſtome, 
Ambreſe, and anguſtine, who are known to have afterwards 
had Epiſcopall- Government in their ſeveral Churches) an- 


fwereth, ſay ing, (e) 1 never heard any ſpeak, or read any (c) Bexa de 11 5 


write otherwiſe then honourably of thoſe men, as was meete. Miniſtrorum 

So he, of his time; he could not propheſie of the future. It — e. 25. 
were good, that theſe who uſe this new and broad language Oe £43- _ 
had confidered, That Biſhops were then almoſt the only minem adbuc + 
ones, who, as occaſion fell out, either pulled the Romiſti Pope audivi loquen- 
out of his Saddle when he was mounted, or elſe pluckt away tem, neque legi 
his Stirtop, that in thoſe times he could not get up. For — — 2 
whereas Popedome, being a double uſurpation, one of pleni- . = 
tude of Authority, f univerſall over Biſhops ; and the other nag¹⁰ν illis no- 
of an infallibitity of judgement in determining all Controver- rum temporum 


bominibus ſen- 


fies of Faith, it hath been evidently and copiouſſy proved, bs 

that the amplitude of his Dioceſſe was limited by three hun- r 5 
dred Bifhops in the Generall Councell of Nice. His pretend- — 2 Baſis 
ed right of Univerſal Authoritywas contradicted an. 553. lie magno Atha- 
by fix hundred Biſhops in the Councell of Caleedon, where naſio, Cyprianc, 
we find it accounted to be but of Humane Authority againſt — 
his pretended univerſall challenge of appeale to Rome, it was —— 
twice contradicted by Biſhops in two Councells in Africk; 8 Iren. lib, 5. 
and as for his pretended infallibility in judgement, the 165 adverſus hæreſ. 


- Biſhops in the Councell of Conſtartivople condemned the De- cap. 20. 
f See the book 


cree of Pope Vigilius; aud in the ſixth and ſeventh Councells, rr 


conſiſting in all of 603. Biſhops, was Pope Honorius condem- Romiſh Grand 
ned for an Heretique, We may not omit the mention of ſin- Inpeſtor, 
gular perſons Biſhops, who have had their ſolemne oppoſiti- throughout. 
ons againſt the Popes of their times, Cyprian, Athanaſins, Ba- 
fl, Cyril of Alexandria, Hilary of eArles and Auguſtine, 

with many others. But what talke we of Biſhops in other 

Sees? ſering we have in the See of Rome it ſelf one, who did 

prejudice” the pretended and uſurped dignity and authority 

of all his Succeſſours in condemning the pretence of the high- 

eſt Ticle and Prerogative which the Pope doth challenge; 

which is to be called The Univerſall Biſhop of Chrifts Charch, 


by judging it to be proud, prophane, and blaſphemous , _ 
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hereafter. 


Ek piſcopore 


18 Tube agli of Evrscoptery, 
| the Biſhop we mean was Pope Gregory the firſt , whom Mer? 
Ar. Bright= Brightman hath adorned with this Encominm , * The flying 
1 4 Angell mentioned, Apoc. 8. 13. Whoſe luſtre , ſaith he, God 
. 13. cited would uſe for the Church, As for our Church of England ſince 


the Reformation, it hath been conformable to the Primitive. 
Surely greater faithfulneſs could not be ſhowa then in the 
ſeal of Martyrdom, nor more oppoſition to Popedom, then 
to cut off all dependence upon it by the neck ever ſince, nor 
this more by any then in Biſhops, as our Ecclefiaſtical monu- 
ments have recorded; not to mention the writings publique 
in confutation of all Popiſh Errours and Hereſies, onely let it 
be lawfull for us to point at the laſt Synod and Convocation 
was vehement againſt Popery, as (for this is ſpoken by him 
that was abſent from it) any one may read. After theſe Con- 
feſſions of Proteſtant -Divines , we are to aſcend higher to our 


proofs, for evincing the ſame to be according to the word of 


God, as Apoſtolieal ; firſt from Antiquity, and after from the 
word of God it ſelf. reels 

Our firſt proof, that Epiſcopacy is according to the word of 
God, by manifeſting it to have been of Apoſtolical Inſtitution 
by neceſſary reaſons. | 


VIII, THESIS: 


ww 


That to be of Apoſtolical Inſtitution, argueth in it a divine © 


Right , by the confeſcion of excellent Divines of the Refor- 
med Churches. | 
Rom the Chureh of Genevs, we have before us Mr. Bea 


G) Bea tra- to deliver his own words. (4) Swrely if Epiſcopacy had 
cat. de Miniſt,-proceeded from the Apoſtles, I would not doubt to aſcribe un- 


gradibus 6. 23. fo it a divine Ordinance, So he. This is plain; Second- 


Cert? ſs ab ipſis [ 7 ; 2 g © | . 7 b 
y; from the Churches within the Palatinate, Scultetus by 
———— name, argueth accordingly. (6) The Apoſtles placed Biſhops 


mmutatio, non . js 1 Th 
vererer illam ut cateras eApoſtolicas Ordinationes divine in ſolidum diſpoſfitioni tribuere. 


(b) Scultetus obſervat in Tit, eſſe furk divini. Ratio. Apeſtolos prafixiſſe Presbyteris 
| | above 


eee eee eee, 
23.07 Pröſttirt, and therefore ij Epiſcopacy of divine Tuſtieus 


and Church of Teiden in the Low, countries, one of great 


fame, and a profeſſid friend unto our Oppoſites; and not- 


withſtanding confeſſeth, ſayihg, (c) If the Inſtitution of Epiſ- 
cepacy( ſaith he) he from the 99 abs i 6 of vie. 2 
So they. Certainly, becauſe what power was ordained by the 


Apoltles proceeded from the Spirit of God: like as was their copi | 
decree againſt Strangled and Blood, their Holy-kiſſe, their froth * Jure 


Agape, and the like in their firſt Inſtitutions 


And although theſe were abrogated in time, yet the neceſſi⸗ 


ty of perpetuating Epiſcopacy, ſtandeth upon two grounds; 
one, is the firſt rea fon of inſtitution thereof, which was, for 
avoiding Schiſme; the other was, the univerſal continuance 
thereof from age to age, upon experience of the ſame reaſon: 
Which, as we have heard, hath been held moſt reaſonable 


to almoſt all Proteſtant Divines of remote Churches. Now 


therefore, that which we are to make good is onely our Aſ- 


ſumption ; to wit, that Epiſcopacy was of Apeſtolical Ins 
ſtitution, then which nothing almoſt can be more evinceable, 


if teſtimonies from Antiquity, evidences out of Scriptures, 
and upon both theſe, the confeſſions of Proteſtant Divines of 
the Reformed Churches may be held ſatisfactory, our firſt 
endeayours concerning Antiquity for this performance, muſt 
be to remove objeRions which our oppoſites caſt in our way. 


The-onely peremptorily objected. Ancients are theſe two, 


Hierome and Clement, both whom we are now to ſalute, 


IX. Tuzs1s. 


T hat no Ancient Father abſolutely denied the Apoſtolical Ori- 
ginal of Epiſcopacy , no not the objefied Hierome Who wil 
em bimſelf a manifeſt Patron thereof. | 


He objected ſentence of (a) Hierome, ſaying, concerning (a) Hierau. in 
Epiſcopal Prelacy, That it is rather by the cuſtom of the 1. ad Tit. Sicut 
Preibyteri ſei- 


ant ſe Eccleſia conſuetudine iis, qui fibi præpoſiti ſunt eſſe (ubjefos ; ita Epiſcopi noverint ſe 
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im alia 
3 lib, de | 
Epiſc. pag. 422. 
Aa, Bp. 
fab Apo- 


magic conſuetudine quam diſpoſitions Domjuice verjtare Treilyteris eſſe majores, & in com- 


muni debere Eccleſias regere 


D Charch, 
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Church, then by the Lords if peſal, is confeſſed by the Theo® 
logical Proreſtank Profeſſont in ths Univerſity of Hridetbery 

Lordedifpofal.; the 


to be underſtood (b) by the dec net of the Lo 
922 in Tit, immediate ordiaaace.of 'Chriſt,, in his dee upon earth, and 


) Scultet.  - 


„. Nat fare atficming the cuſtom, happily te haus meant tbe Apoſtolical: 


dealt cuſtom > after they began the forming and framing of the 
Kea Churches: However» for this one place objected againſt us, 
ell 11 4 %- We have many molt evident Teſtimonies out of Hierame him- 


bien Dowi- ſelf, to prove the firſt iaſtitution of Epiſcopacy to have been 


; dada u a ue (ſaith he) 10 doubt but 
ngen Kadi W dt ff b Apoſtic will not ſaffer we (firt-he) 20 doubt 
2 fe- that alter ati0n was made in the dayes of the Apoſtles, and his 


rem diverſe in- confirmation is as doubtleſſe; namely, becauſe no man can pro- 


3 * duce any other origins! of che queſtioned Schiſme and con 
Ezo | Apollinis, teations This 1% 4 chief point, and therefore Me deſire to 
E2 Gepbe, bear what (e) Fidelins the Divine profeſſaut in Geneva, will 
communi confi- ſay unte it. He handlerh the matter accurately, which is to 
— — be reſery'd to its proper place. In ſumme, out of Ignatius the 

ccleſia guber- diſciple of the Apoſtles he cheweth the difference of Biſhop 


— Heſs and Presbyter begun timely.in the Church, even preſently after 


terrarum orbe the contention to the Corinthians, whereof it is ſay d, ſome 
decretum eſt ut held of Paul, and ſome of Apollo, and ſome of Cephæs. 


unus ex Pres- Secondly> Hierome granteth in general; yet diſtinctly of 


— * (#- Bſhops, (F) T hat they are the Succe (ſors of the Apoſtles. 
cateris. Thirdly, yea he (heweth who were Succeſſours in the very 


aves of the Apoſtles, reckoning among others, Timothy. 


d) Scul i | | 
92 — in Titus, Polycarprs and Euodius. 


tum eſt vivenribus A poſtolit, prior Epiſtel. ad Corimtbios na: dubitare non finit. (e) Videlins 
in Epiſt. lends. ad Philalelphenſes, 64P- 14+ Diſcrimen illud Presbyterorum & Epiſcopi ut ex 


pluribus Epiftclarum locts apparet,tempore Ignatii fuit, etenim illud valde mature ipſorum Apo- 
ſtolorum tempori bus in Eccleſiam irrepſit ſtatim poſt quam dici cœptum eſt, Ego ſum Pauli, Ege 
Cepha Ge. Teſte Hieronyms in Titum. (f) Hieron. in Epiſt. ad Eudgr. Omnes Epiſcopi 
(ub cunque [uns locorum) ſucceſſores ſunt Apoſtoli. As they are ſet down in their diyers 
Titles in his Book” De Eecleſiaſticis ſeriptoribus. . 


Fourtbly, 


n 


v 7 * 
1 | 


— | 


Tiere, Eorecoraty, 
-\; Foutthly, He relatech who were firſt Biſhops of all others 
after them, to wit, (g) James of f̃eruſalem, and Aarke of (8) Iden de 

Dow ins ld Uh e ne  ., ſau.Ecleps. 
Facobus mines 


e ( he alleadgeth the Analopy b 4 
Fifth), () he a _ the Analogy between Aaron ii | 
-and his ſonnes in reſpect of the Levites with Biſhops and Preſs — , 
byters, from ( as he ſaith) Apeſtolicall traditioas. Ularaus Ecele- 
Sixthly, the 6) Eplicopail part of Excommanication 1 Alan dri. 
againſt Y3gilawtins he callerh Hi Apoſtoticalt Iron Ronde. 80 pot... 
 Hieromes It were incredible if that all theſe Apoſtolical Re- (h) dem 5717, 
lations: concerning Epiſcopacy', ſhould not amount unto ſo 4d Euag. 388 
much as to make up an Apoſtolicall Inſtitution thereof. a fits 
Tha ſecond objected Father, is Clement, whereof their ſuc- 1 
ceſſe will be no better, if not much worſe. Pen lars 
212104 R ELLER AS kg. wk MEN | * Tevita jura | 
traditiones Apeſtolicas boe ſunt Epiſcopi, Prerbyteri, & Diaconi, (i) Idem ad Ruper . adverſ. 
Vigtlant, Miror ſanctum E piſcopum in cujus parochiã Presbyter eſſe dieitur , 4 quieſcce 
uf ori ejus, & non virgd Apoſtolica & ferrea confringere vas inutile. | | 


r 


NR. TH EBS 153. 


| | {339 0 

That Clement an Apoſtolicall Diſciple, to whoſe arbitrement 

both our Oppoſites and we offer to yeeld our ſelves, doth pe 
tron;&e Epiſcopacy , as being Apoſtolicall, | 


- / E are earneſtly called upon to hearken unto. Clement, \ vind- 
VV talking of aprophecy of Nc which ſoould ogra 2 
happen abort the name of Biſhop, Next, That there is no peece 6 
of Antiquity of more eſteem, then the Epiſits of Clement unto 
the Corinthians, Then; That this was brought to light by 4 
learned Gentleman Mr. Patrick Teung: and lafily for the 
matter it ſelf, 7 has there is a common and promiſcuous ufo of 
the word Presbytcrath . „ 707 G V1 
We ſhall anſwer punctually to evggy one, vis. The Pro- 
phecy maketh for us, the Fpiſtla much more, the Pa liſdar alſs 
as much as can be deſired, and that Objection of the indiffe- 
rency of the Words of B iſbep and-Prerbjier is [carce worthy 
the mention. NR nen TR nu! s 7 2 GREY 9 
en with the ee The eee 
8 thar 


3 ws. 


rie 5 of Err 1's 78572 6. | 
that there ſhould be in time to come, 4 contention. 44055 the 


-_ _ . word Biſpop.If we ſhould ask our Oppoſites wh 


2 See above, - 


en this vonten- 
tion was firſt known in times of old, the 7 would bs thebvo tell 
us, knowing right well, bark it was fir raiſed by one Aetius, 
of whom Epiphanins and Auſtin ha ve told us, "this he broke 
out into Schiſme, and“ Secauſe he conld wot obtain to be 


made 4:Bifoop, did therefore ſpurne againſt Epiſcopac 
teaching, ſaith Sts Auſtin, that there oug gn 0 wy Fele 


| between Biſhops and Pretbyters; therefore thus they may ſee 


the Prophecy fulfilled , both when, and in whom, if they like 
it, But if any ſhall boaſt; that it is fulfilled now by their pre- 
ſent Oppoſalle againſt Epiſcopacy, after that it hath had ap- 


._ _.* probation with a continuall uſe univerſally in the Chiirchey of 
Bod: Then have we nothing elſe to reply, but what the ſpirir 


, | ei 
ae 


2; ſwer, that meer names and words make but verball conſe- 


of God, from the pen of the holy Apoſtle, putteth in our 
mouth; F any be contentions (faith he) wt have no ſuch ru. 
ſtome, nor the Churches of God, whereby the wilfully conten- 
tious maketh himſelf an adverſary to the Churches of God, and 
«onſequently no way acceptable to God himſelf. 

The ſecond point which weare to diſcerne, is that,, which 
they call identity of names of Biſhops and Presbyrers : they 
ſhould have called it community of names, eſpecially know- 
ing that there is no more identity in the words Presbyters and 

Biſhops, then there is between the letters of P. and B. But 
. this'was a lapſe: Therefore to dur matter in hand. We, an- 


"quences, to which we oppoſe a reall and Logicall conſequence 
A paribus; thus: For of the very ApoRIes of Chriſt one infti- 
led himſelf: Co. pretbyter, another himſelf Presbyter, a third 
Himſelf Deacon, who are all common names with others that 
were nor Rpoſties; and notwithſtanding, the Apoſtles rhem- 
ſelves in reſpect of their offices and Funcklon- were Govers 
nours over Presbyters : which ſheweth that the enterchange- 
ableneſſe of names cannot conclude an indiffereney of degree. 
But this crambe will be ſodden once again, when we ſhall be 
eccaſioned te give futther ſatisfaction. As for the preſent, it 


. _ be 8 Aye — 2 2 y words, when we fee: * 
7 1 4 


nd deeds; namely concerning this: (emer 21 Not only that (a)Vedeliu. 
"he maintained abe diſtinct degrars'of Epilropacy, but that alſo EXercit. 8, ad 


* Af © £ x - 22 . yu Mariam iy Tg | 
ben s diſtinctiy above ho. req a Bihop himſelf. Yer natium, cap. 2. 


"ſhould not our Oppoſites pole us in that, where (a) Vedelius ino & (1a 

n Profeſſour of Ceneva gave them ( if they have read him) deſurctis ante 
ſome ſatisfaction; ſhewing, that as ſoon #s Clemens remained Clementem, ſo- 
the ſole Adjutour of the ApoPles after Linus and Cletus, the — — 

"name of Biſhop was given nuto hig, and not attributed to any fn oe 
. Presbyter,or Presbyters.in the (Church of Rome. So he. Is not nomen retinuit, 
this to the point; the diſtinguiſhing. of times doth ſolve many um quia inter 
doubts. It 
(1 


ſtolorum [olus 


898 Hel of Es Hs coracy. 23 


- 
— — . Ü— ²Ä -w —— ore reve — 


s meet now at length we hear (lewens him- ies Ab 


ſelf ſpeak. ¶ lement immediately after his relation of the afore- rnereſtabas, | 
ſaid. Prophecy, 'addeth,ſaying concerning the Apoſtles, (6) for run quiajom _ | 


this cane, they, having a-perfeit foreknowledge , conſtitu- invaluerai di. 
ted the aforeſaid,and left. « deſcription of Officers and Miniſters ſtinitio Epiſcops 
in their courſe, who after that they themſelves ſbould fall aſtcep, ©. Presbyzeri. 


other Godly men mig hi ſucceed and execute their function. So Eccleſt Rom 5 


(Clement. W hence it is evidently collected, that Biſhops were uz Fresbyterb, 


the ſucceſſours of the Apoſtles, -becauſe a Role and Catalogue qui cum ſolo 

of Biſhops is frequently had in Ecclefiaſticall ſtories, lineally Clemente, ef- 
deduced from the Apoſtles, as themoſt of the learned Prote- —_— 
ſtants of the Reformed Churches have ever confeſſed. But if hutunmn. 

our Oppoſites cannot prove the like Catalogue of Presbyters 
of a primitive and right line of . deſcent, then are they wholy b) Clemcnt af 
to yeeld the cauſe, and that even by the judgment of ( lement, Corinth. Eyiſt- 
which is now ready to be furthermore confeſſed by the exact 5.57. 0 r- 
learning of the Publiſher of ¶ lement. This Gentleman, our 7% 5 7 «Tr 


ms Lv 20 4 : a Mewyvuoi 
Oppoſites call Learned, we owe him an higher Title, even one eig 7. 


exquiſitely learned; he commenting upon the ſame Epiſtle of ati, ate 


Clement, now objected againſt Epiſegpacy, teacheth that the cg wet- 


— — —— —— na 


right word Smygud, agreeth with the Word genſus in Tertullian 915755 & t- 


* 


vpn 


TAG 
Seer, = 


by whom it appeareth, that it was a cuſtome in Apoſtolical 


Churches to make a Role ( for this word he held not unfic ) of hs b wn 
the order of Biſhops to bring. them unto their firſt originall, 3771, Hradi- 
even as, faith Tertullian, Polycar pus, was from Jobn the Apo- £91) tree 
ſtle in the Church of Smyrna, and Clemens, in the Church © 8 
of Rome, from Perer, ſpeaking fen of this,qur. Clemens , and n 
5 addeth Torn 


1 — 


„ „ 


& -Theifight of Fexstoracy. Ms, 
*_ addeth of others ; and ohber! (faith he) whom) tht &tpoftle 
conſtituted Biſhops, from whom athers miębi deduce their tra. 
dultions and offeprings ; what is, if this be not, an inexpugnabſe 
convineement of our Oppoſites to prove 'Epiſcopacy to be of 
an Apoſtolical Ordiha tion? Yet is not this all. 
Clement is further repreſented unto us by the ſame learned 
Publiſher, as one regiſter d andenrolFd'by antiquity as Biſhop 
of Rome, in the Catalogue of che Müde WikiopWatally defken- 


ded from the Apoſtles, whether in tlie firff ; ſecond ot third 
rank, it matters not; and the doubt, ſuch as it is, is ſolved 
in the Margent by our foreſaid Gene, Profeflour : And for 
witneſſes hereunto are cited Optatus, Hierome, Ruſinus, Es 


| nus, En- 
cherius and Photius, ſet down expreſſely in the ſame Book, 
which our Oppoſites ha ve objeRted apainft' us ; which if yo 
would not ſee, or ſeing not regard, all we ſhalf ſay ie, We are 


ſorry for it: Yer after this our retorſion of their objected Au- 
thors upon themſelves ,' we ſhall endeayour to give them fur- 
ther ſatisfaction from our ſelected and expreſl: 157. — of 
Antiquity for the truth of Apoſtolicall fucceffion' of piſco- 


6 
N A. * 


| XI. TAE IS. 


That other Primitive Fathers before Hierome did unani- 
(a) Ireueut al- mon ſiy teftifie an Apeſtolical right af Enco 
e * - | HE GG ON CDSTI 21 


verſ. hareſ. I. 3. 


* N Othing can be more manifeſt for the firſt three (4) Tren- 


qui ab Apeſtelis I. WJ (b) Tertullian and(c) Origen,to which we add d) Au- 


| znſtitutiſuut E. guſtine, do all profeſſe themſelves rey to deduce the ſucceſ- 
 Fiſcopiin Ecile- ſion of Biſhops in the principal Sees 


nd. fin from the dayes of the 
euern, c, Apoſtles Next they inſtanee in ſome Apoſtolſcall Church, 
L. 4. C. 43. Qui 5 TO Om Ee 5 
eum ſuccefſione Epiſcopatiis Chriſma veritati cerrum acceperum. (b) Tertull, Praſcriys cap. 
31 lib, 4. contra Marcion. cap. 3. Romane perinde & cate extant Cecleſiæ, qua ab Apo. 
ſtolis in Epiſcopatum conſtizutos Apoſtolici ſeminis traduces habeant. (c) Origen. in Fohau, 


de Epiſc. uod Dominus in Eceleſi d ordinavit poſt Apoſtolas , quid in ea primum ſont isi ſam 
locum. (d) Auguft. Epiſt. 42. Radix Chriſtiane ſoctetatis per ſedes Apaſfolorum ſuccſſio- 
n 9 7 


aes Epiſcoporum cer per orbem propagetione diffustitur. 
93 


— 


-—_ 


| 0 The right of Enrzeqpzey + 
as namely from 74. the B-. of Hieruſ. & Atari in Alexandria (e) Wals, alias 


Wbat ſay gur Oppaſites to this da ptincipal one (o) ( Salma- Salmaſ dekpiſe 


F 55 N calleth this allendgment uf James a Biſhop Pag. 201. Ab- 
alle and 


fooliſh: his rex ſon was, 


” 


it knowh, that whatſoever this 7ames was, all Antiquity ren- — 406. 


dereth him unto us a Biſhop of Hieraſalem,- (vix.) ( f) Eu- Fabula eft, 
ſebius, (g) Epiphanius, Hierom,(h) & gefippus, (i) Chryſoſtom, quam in libri 
and (& ) Ambroſe, the (1)-Synog of Trade: How then ſhall it #7299291 3Y 
become us but of yeſterdayes birth, thus co pull reverend An- _ 
tiquity by the beard, and give them the fool? Yer we may (f) Euſebius 
not reſtrain ratiqnal men from reaſoning, and therefore we an- lib. 2. cap. 8. 
ſwer,that were it chat Ih had been an Apoſtle, yet other Pro- 7499s 


teſtant Divines of the reformed Churches were no fools, as fratrem Domi- 


Dr. (m) Heulietus, (n] Zuinglius, and Mis () Moulin Il nominat,Hie- | 


each one can anſwer; that notwithſtanding the proper fun- roſelymæ Eccle - 
ctions of the A poſtles, in viſiting of Countries after Coun- J ſedem acco- 
tries for converſion of people, and founding of Churches; yet , 
whether enfeebled by age, or upon extraordinary occaſions, s We . 
they might fix themſelves ta one Province. Bur yet are we not Haref. 65. 74. 
coſtrained to this anſwer; but furthermore tell our Oppo- but primus 


fites that, (which hath. been (y) judiciouſſy proved at large) Face Hiero- | 


that this was not James that Apoſtle, but James the Brother 255 — 
of our Lord, and onely an Apoſtolical Diſcip! 5 - 17 
of our Lord, an y an Ap iſciple, which may ſa- Apoſtelorum 
/ A ME tem pori bus erat 
aue Facobus cognomento Fuſins Eccleſiam Hieroſ. poſt eApoſt. accepit, ſic Hieron de ſcriptis 
Eccleſia in Facobo. (i) Chryſoſt. Hom. 33, in Ack. 1. 15. Facobus E piſs. Eccleſia Hiero- 
olymitanæ. (k) Ambroſ. in 1. Galat. Facobus ab Apoſtoli⸗ Hieroſol. confiitutus eſt E piſco- 
pus. (I) Synod. 6. in Trullo can. 3 2. Ad ſtipulantes. euimvero hic eſt ille F1cobus , qui 
fixum Hieroſolymis habuit domicilium velut Ordinarius Epiſcopus , quem Paulus prima & ulti- 
mo ſuo adventu invenit in urbe eApoſtolis jere omnibus foris Evangel;yanibus, Gal, 1. AF. 21. 
(p) Sculietus obſervat in Tit, Facabum ab Apoſtolis Hieraſalymorum Epiſcopum ovrdinatum 
teſtantur patres quamplurimi. (n) Zuinglius tam. 2. de Eecleſ. jol, 48. eApoſtoli eApoſtolorum 
nomina depoſucrunt, uni ſedi offixt, five ſeuecti impediti, aut peregrinationibus afflifti ; exem- 
plum eſto Facovus minor Hieroſel Epiſcopus. (o) Moulin lib. de Vatibus cap. 10. Apoſtoli 
voti Eccleſia invigilabant in ſolidum & indiuiſum, aliquam tamen pecutiarem provinciam qui. 
buſdam Apoſtolis fuiſſe aſſiguatam diſcimus ex $acri Seripturd, Gal 2. 7. (p) Archiepiſco- 
Jus Spalatenſis , tomo quarts. | 


». 
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tis lie 


—.— 4 
5 N 
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| , cauſe Famas was an Apo- ſurdum eſt Cle- 
ſtle, and therefore not to keep reſidence in one Sce. Pirſt, be e m, 
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risfie our Oppoſites, untilliwecome* 5 

Red Timothy and Titun called Ey As for Mark; ir 

in the line of ſucceſſion of. Biſhops Aurandria, he only - 
inte of that See be'ne- 


OY 
* 


ceſſarily held Apoſtolica lll... 


be taken excluſively, yet muſt the Otdit 


— 


\ by LES * el So ! es A * 
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That the Apeſtolicali CAmiquity of Epiſcepary # confeſſealy 
proved out of Tgnatius, 7 1! #07 09 LO TEN OT „ 


T Edelius that learned Divinity Profeſſor in the Acade- 

my of Geneva, in his moſt 4 Work of Exercita- 
upon the Epiſtles of Ignatius for vindicatiug his Do- 
Ignatius «4po. ctrine from the! falſe gloſſes of Bellarmie, Baronins and 
ſtolorum diſci- other Romiſh writers, is copious in manifeſting the direct 
pulus eratʒ quem judgement of Ignatius in many notable points. Concerning 
fue — Ignatius himſelf he rendereth him unto us a Diſciple of the 
fend lien ge l, e of Antioch, an boly man,aud « faithful At. 
clefie Amiochiæ niſter of ¶ Kriſt. 2. Concerning the cauſe againſt Bellartmineand - 
Epiſcopum , et others who will have Biſhops the fitſt under the Pope of 
qui Cbriſtive- Rome, as the Apoſtles were under Chriſt, this he confuteth 
out of Ignatius, who taught th Presbyters ſhomld be ſubject 
to Bifhops, and Biſhops to ¶ hriſt. 3. Againſt Papiſts who pro- 
claime the Pope to be Biſhop of Biſhops : he confeſſeth 7g- 
natius holding the Biſhop in every Church to be the et uns 
der Chriſt, and chief therein. 4. The diſtinction between Bi- 
ſhops and Presbyters, was in the dayes of the Apoſtles: and 
laſtly profeſſeth for himſelf and others, that if they had a Bi- 


Feſſor Gene- 
venſis A pol. pro tions 
Ignatio cap. 1. 


nium præbuerit 
ſæui ſſuuo mortis 


jauo Impera- 
tore. 


prima in Ep. ad 
Trall. cap. 4.5 43 


Bellar. lib. 4. de 


Pontifice c. 25. Quemadmodum Apoſtoli primi erant (ub Chriſto, ita Epiſcoy# primi ſub Pontif- 
ce. Reſp. Imo Epiſcopi non ſunt primi ſub Pomifice, ſed ſub Chriſto, niſi Bellaymino Ignatius 
mentitur, qui Epiſcopum nullam in Eccleſia babere ſupra [e poteſtatem dicit h4c ip(a Epiſto- 
Id. Et Epiſt. ad Smyrnenſes. Ot Aaitot Tois A b%ẽ vreTror Furey of. Alakoves TOS 
IIpes fuTE2915 ol TieeaCu TEN 7a Emiohomty, & Ei ? Ta Xpis@ Ib. c. g. num. 8. 
HPonificii ſtatuunt Papam ut Epiſcoporum Dominum : at Ignatii tempore maximus in Eccleſia 
eras Epiſcopus, poſt. Archicp. Item Exercit. i. cap. 2. num. 4. I guat. in Epiſt. ad Polycarp. Verba 
ejns mones Epiſcopũ oſſicii ſui, ut agnoſcat ſe tum demum aliorum E piſcopum eſſe, quando ipſe Epi- 
ſcoporũ princi pi pareat; Talibus Epiſcopis & libenter paremus, Zopie d yris dun ** | 
x 5 | | 20P 


% 
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= __ © Therighof Eri cooler. 

ſhop, ſuch as was Polycarpus (a Diſciple alſo of the Apoſtles) 

they as 3 required of the Swyrxean;, would willingly, 
gea,neceſſarily obey bim. So he. In this Maxime we behold two 
Diſciples of the Apoſtles, [gnatize and Polj car p; both Bi- 
ſhops diſtinctly from Presbyters and Governours : and this in 
the Apoltles times. As well therefore may our Oppoſites deny 
themſelves to haye depended naturally from their own pa- 
rents, as Biſhops, originally from the Apoſties. We are to 
purſue this yet a little further. ; 


XIII. TaESsIs. 


That Antiquity hath given u Rules of Reſolution for the 
knowledge of any Apoſtolicall practice, which may ſerve in 
the caſe of Epiſcopacy. 


TY rule given by Antiquity, was alwayes held Catholique g 
1 throughout all Chriſtian Churches of ancient times. St. 


Auſtins rule may be our firſt direction thus, (a) maiſe- (2) futuſt. de 


ever the Univerſall Church holdeth, and was not inſtitated by mr 4 5 

Councelt, but alwayes kept, that maſt moſt rightly be judged — ate 

to have been from QApoſtolic all Authority: So he: which for tenet Eccleſia, 

our purpoſe is as much as Dr, Scultetus moſt judiciouſly and ves conſliis ins 

ingenuoully confeſs'd, that if no Interim can be ſhewa be- — | 

' tween the Apoſtles times, and the dayes immediately ſuccee- — 1 

ding, when there was no Epiſcopall Government over Presby- eAuthoritate 4- 

ters in the Church, then muſt. the ſame have procceded im - poftolica rradi- 

' mediately from the Apoſtles. - We hold this moſt reaſonable , * fed ihm, 

even as if the Queſtion were, what the practice is of the edu. 

Country adjoyning unto us: Our next bordering neighbours 

to it, would be the moſt competent witneſſes of their manners, 

ſuch have been hitherto our proofes even from ſuch Anci- 

ents, as either had ſeen the Apoſtles, or elſe from ſuch as had 

been converſant with the immediate Diſciples of the Apo- 

ſtles. Our Oppolites not able to inſtance in the practice of an 

one Primitive Church to the contrary, onely object a com- LR” 

munity of names of Presbyters and Biſhops, which ſhadow. . 5 8 
1 | will 


erat cum im pro - 


nec debt, cum ohefbbrim drin ftut mos ft primum pretbyierum de 


Therigh of Edlen 
will vaniſh, as ſoon as we ſhall give light by profes of the 
Apoſtol:call Orgi 4 of Bpiſcopacy in diverſe Theſes following 
by expreflion,confettion and Auchorries. . 


| XIV. Tan s1s. 
That Proteſ an: Diviner of iber Reform d Chnrches, have 


held it moſt equall to be directed by the judgenvents of Auci- 
ents for proof of a practice Apeſtolic ai. 27 34 


ca Trat. E plead no other equity in this tauſe, then w bat Cal- 


Theol. Ecd ſi. vin held neceſſary againſt Anabaptiſticall Revelati- 
reform, a 74 ons, arguing negatively in this manner, Theſe lyes ( faith 
Irenco@ ON he) arecaſity confureddecanſe many were then living who bad 
e e e been converſant with the Diſciples of the eApoſtles, Sd he 
bis nebulonthus, Concerning D »&rines. How much more convincent mult this 
gui, dum pro li- Argumenc be, when our Queſtion ſhall be of che pract ce of the 


gi bn err CG in the dsyes of the Apoſtles ? even as is daily done by 


242 0 all Chrütaa Churches, for p oof of the practice of baptizing 
ginn reve of lufante, apart the fame Anabaptiiſticall Faction; yea, why 


late, 4 6:baw's« not vIſo for the like. Original} practice of Epiſcopacy , even by 


Fujus men ld i the confsſſion of Proteſt ant Divines of excellent jnigemtnt; 


9 ap, (b) Dt muſt not be neglected, telling us, that he oug hit not 
buc fu her ps neglett the Ofdinante of a higher degree of a Biſhop above a 
erant multi, Prezbyter, becauſe this was an ancient enſtome in the famogs 
gui familiares Church of Alexandria,  $ hes This ts well, but he hath rot 
Seton que told out bis tale, which he doth elſewhere out of the 
8 Niles , words of (o) Hiereme, frying namely, that in Alexandria, 
cens erat bujus from Mark the Evangeliſt, one was elected by the Presoyrery, 
doctrina mes | g 
o/ ia, quam · Apoſtoli tradideruns: (b) Bex de Miniſt gradibus. Pro primatu Ordinks inter 
Presuyteros commu» icato ng ui prſtoribus per vices Primatist dignitate,; quod viſam fuit 
hunc ad unum equide m tot ius p erbyierit ja dicio delectum transferre, certè roprehendi nac poſſr, 
um d. ligendo in Alexandrinf Ec- 
clefii celeberrimd inde 4 Mi Fumgelii 8 1b/eromns (c) B x de Miniſt grad. c. 23. nod 
autem unus electus eſt qu: oxtefis præponeretur, in Sehiſmatis ſactum eſt Remeliun, ne nnuſ-- 
qui{que ad ſe ( pri fum trabens, Eceleſiam rumperet: nam & Alexandrie a Maree Evengelifts. 
ad Heract. uſque et Bionyſium Epiſcopos, Pro:byteri unum ſemper à ſe elefluw ju celfiors gradu 
callocatum E piſco pm tontradbant,  - 1 


* 


— 


[ 


„ Tut reght of Ep 18covary 29 
and placed in a higher deg res, whom they named Biſovep, 'which 7 

| was done for a remedy againſt Schiſme. Be it then that touching | 
this Series and order of Succeſſion, as it was ſaid of Saint 

Mark the Apoſtle, be it talen inclufively, or excluſively ; it 
neceſſarily implyeth, ehar the Original of Epiſcopacy was 

in the dayes of the ſame Apoſtles. Maſter Moulin giveth us 

a lowder Accent, ſaying, that (d) he was never ſe hard faced = 

As to cenſure theſe Biſhops : Ignatius, Polycarpe, Augpſtine, (d)MoulinZy. 

Chryſoſtome, and ether greas lights of the Church, ts hawe 3. 0 Wer . 

#/urped an unlamfull function in the Church of Chrift; So he: ſum aleo ori 

Alleadging among his ancients Polycanpe and Tgnatins ; the duri ut velim 


firſt of which, as all the learned know, lived in the-dayes of 44verſus ills 
N veteris Ecaleſſe 


the Apoſtles, and as antiquity it ſelf teacketh, and conſent of — 


Proteſtant Divines of Remote Churches will afterwards , Polycar 

2 2 am, pu 
grant, to have been in the dayes of Saint ohn the Eyangelift, Cyprianum, Au. 
che Biſhop of Suirna. The other, vis. Ignatim, was alſo guſtinum, Chry- 
acquainted with thoſe , who had been the'Diſciples of Chrift, (eam. 
Beſides, we have heard (e) Scultetus reſolving , that Iames F_ — 
(not the Apoſtle) the Brother of our Lord, was Biſhop of Hie- uſurpatores mu- 
ruſalem, from the plentiful teſtimonies of Antiquity it ſelf. neris illiciti: 
We will conclude with this our proof. from the ſame Aati- Plus ſemper a- 


quity ; but what ? even that which ) Hucor finds reſoſved — ol 


upon (as he ſaith)before H#ie-om, let us take his own words. Di. tiquitas, quam 
vine Fathers more ancient then Hierom. Cyprian, Ireneus Eu - novella cujuſ- 
ſebius, and other Eccleſpaſtical Hiftorians ſlew, That inthe quam conſtitu- 
Apoſtles times there mus one elelted and ordained , who fbould 2 —— 
bave Epiſcopal function and ſuporiority aver Prerbyters ; ſo — 
3 | will Bea give 
us hereafter. (e) Scultes. obſervat. in Timm. e 8. ſed ego de F4cobo dicam, non illo quidem 
Apoſtolo [ed Saluatoris noſtri . .(f) Bucer de Anim. cura et officio Paſtor: Apud patres 
Hieronymo vetuſtiores clara habemus Teſtimonia, in precipuis Ecclefiis omnibus temporibus 
Apoſtolorum ita comparatum oft , ut Freilyteris emuibus .quidem officium -Epiſcopale ſuerit 
impoſitum. Interim tamen eApoſtolorum temperius unuude Prexbyrovis electus utque or- 
dinatus eff in eſicii ducem & quaſi Autiſtitem, qui cateris omnibus preivit, & curam « 
animarum, miy/ieriumgue . Efiſaopole pragigne & in ummo g | $5 77 adminiſtravit, 
4 


quod de Facobo legis , Act. 15. ubi Lucas Facohum deſonibit lem tou: Ze. 
cleſin- ommumque Rretbyterorum. | Ewa Wha 


+ 


E 2 -- 
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amel. wind? 


«a8. pag. 88. 
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ape rig of Er1zcoracy, 
he;-inſtancingin James, of whom we have ſpoken who was 
Biſhop of Hieruſalem. | 185 


XV. Tn IS 18. 


That Mafter Beza himſelf i challengable to geild unto Apoſto- 


| tical right of Epiſcopacy, fo om his own for mer confeſsion. | 


Aſter Be hath already * confeſſed concerning the 
M famous Church of Alexandria, that from Mark the 


Evangeliſt, one was choſen to be placed in à degree above 


presby ters, called Biſhop, is according to the Teſtimony of 
Hierom. The Story hereof hath been of late publiſhed by 


- Maſter Seiden, the Ornament of our Nation, excellently con- 


verſant in ancient & exotics Learning, out of the Relation of 
Eutychi us, that Mark the Ev. placed Anianzs Patriarch or Bi- 


ſhop over Presbyters in the Church of Alexandria. In which 


book alſo, there is ſet down the full Catalogue of 18. Biſhops 
ſucceſſively unto Dion ſius, that poſſeſſed the fame See, 


. which proveth as plainly an Epiſcopal and perſonal fucceſſion, 
by an Apoſtolical Conſtitution from Anianus to Alexandria 
in a lineal ſucceſſion, as was the filiall and natural deſcent from 


Adam to Thara, which makes up eighteen Generations. What 
need then many words? the moſt Theſes which have been 


premiſed, and almoſt all afterwards to be propounded, do de- 


clare the ſame by joynt accordance of Proteſtant Divines of 
reformed Churches, and ſuffrages of Antiquity. We haſten 
to our laſt proof; but are arreſted in our way by our Oppo- 


ſites, to anſwer two objected Teſtimonies of Antiquity. 


XVI. THESIS. 


bat the Teftimonies of Nazianzen and Aug uſtius are unwor- 
thily objected to the contrary. - | 


; V VI are urged to reckon theſe two excellent Biſhops, 


although in true Conſtruction they have anſwered 

for themſelves MNazianzen (ſay our Oppolites ) 

muſteriog up the evils that had hapned unto him, reckoneth 
wy | cjeQiof 


mene E 
ejection out of his Epiſcopacy, holding it a' part of wiſdome - 
to avoid it, wiſhing that there were no #yc:dyie place of Pre- 
ſident-ſhip, or 7Tvparyizi reorouia or Tyrannicall Prerogative in 
the Church, but that they might be known only by vertue. 
We have alleadged Navi according to the genuine ſenſe; 
So they: But ſo as uſually in an Heterogeneall ſenſe to inferre 

a_ neceſſary abnegation of Epiſcopacy. They who ſeek 


ingenuouſly the genuine ſenſe of Sentences in Authors muſt 


be Fanus· like faced, looking wpiare x; 37io backward: and 
foreward, both which properties bave been wanting to our op- 
poſites ; firſt becauſe before the words objected they hy be- 
fore their eyes this ſaying of (a) N ⁊iax en; there was a time (a) Nazi 

*. 5 8 | Vang, 
When Epiſcopacy was had in great admiration, and deſired of erat. 28. 
viſe and prudent men; and the ſecond, as not conſidering that Fuit tempus 
was then ſpoken only comparatively againſt the Tyrannicall 9#41do cordait 


| Government of Biſhops, which by all Proteſtant Biſhops —— 
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hath been condemned in the Popiſh Hierarchie 3 btſides, zum in admire. 


that this was but the breath of vexatious paſſion upon occa* tione habuerunt 


ſion of one Maximus, whom Nezianzey calleth a Cynicke & diſiderabant 
and doggiſn Philoſopher , becauſe , whereas he himſelf had | 
the Generall eſteem in the Church of Chriſt to be, by way of 
excellence, called 5 986209 @, the Divine, noewithRanding he 
was vehemently perſecuted by the ſame unworthy Prelate, obtinuit, ut E- 
and by his circumvention diſturb'd out of his Biſhopricke z and piſcoparus 


therefore ſenſible of that iudignity, did uttter the language of Preiberio ma- 
jor ſit ſecuudum 


his hearts grief. But why did not our Oppoſites tell us, that 5 

after this ſtorme there fell a calme, when the ſame godly Biſhop 8 
was with generall applauſe received to his Biſhoprick again; & conſuetudine 
but eſpecially we may complaine that they have by their Ecclefa prius 
ſilence ſmothered Nan cens judgement concerning the cauſe inn eſt 
it ſelf, which is the right of Epiſcopacy , and which he eſtee- — 2 * 
med the moſt perfect kind of Government; So he» And is Prochyeerts 
not this as much as to have held it the beſt > Which he further tum ęx re di. 


declareth in his funerall Orations which he had of three famous /tin#4 vocabus | 


b) Walo pag. 
355. uſus, inquit 


lorum etiam in-. 


Biſhops, Bf, Athanaſins, and Cyprian. Auguſtine writing e 


to Hiereme (b) ſaith, that cuſtom hath ob taine d, that Epiſcopacy fin- 
Beuld be higher rhen Presbytery, according to the Nl —_ 
= . „ 
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1 1 (e) Smect Vin 
| | F lic, pag. 87. 
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| * See above. 


ha ve ſaid as much. 


Epiſcopacy and Preſtyi was firff confliterted by the Charc 
So he; whoſe diſciples our wt perry el this 


ee. Auguſtine had known the majority of 


Biſhops above Presbyrers,'to Have been of Divine or Apo- 


ftolicall àuſtitut is, be might have [aid ſo much; nay he Would 
| bor: pots anſwer, if any of our Oppoſits 

had reguarded to ſearch the judgement « rar! ih they 

Would not have ſaid thus much, becauſe it is evident that Au- 


guſtine did ſay as much as they require, he ſhould have ſaid, 
as hath been ſhewn 3 ſaying of himfelf and other Biſhops, 
thus; we/ucceed the Apoſtles in the ſame Power, aud that 


Chriſt inſtituted Biſhops when be ordajued his ApoſHes: That 
we * repeate not his condemning Aecrius (as Epiphanius did) 
for denying Epiſcopacy to have been an inſtitution Apoſtoe 


licall and now whether our Reader think ic more reaſona- 


ble, toyecld to the ſuppoſition of what Auguſtine would 


have done, or the manifeſtation what he did, we permit to 
his judgement. This obſtacte thus removed, we fall now upon 
the laſt proof. ib; 

Our laſt proof,that Epiſcopacy i of Apoſtolicall righi c ac» 
cording to the word of God, even from the Word of God it ſelf. 

To this purpoſe, two places of Scripture are eſpecially to 
be allcadged : The Epiſtles of Paal to Timothy and Titus, and 
the Epiſtles of St. oha in the Revelation to the ſeven Chur- 


ches in Aſia, which are to be diſcuſſed according to our fore- 


mer Method, by the conſonant Teſtimonies of ancient Fa- 
thers; and conſent of Proteſtant Divines of generall efteem 
and approbation . l 


That Timothy and Titus both had a Prelacy over Precbyters, 


 wotwitbſt anding the object ion of the community of Names. of 

Biſhops and Presbyters is ſufficiently conſeſſed by Prozeſtant 
Div ines of Remote Churches, | AA | 

Here can none be held a more ſufficient witnes wich our 

Oppofites, then he who hath profeſſedly pleaded = 

| z = | caule 
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reals that (4) Timothy ee freely _— 
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Holical authority, 

thority,whi 

ity, which he z bi own 

h he i his oN judge | 

juagement calleth extra- traordinar 1 
4. mi ſſione & jun» | 


"Ok y an Auiboritati 
1 2 ative Prelacy, and for t 
29 We anſiver 3 yer. we d by and by receive 20 0 the diſtin- ali: diſcipuli | 
We ma do hi O Or ſo mi e zn ordm C bat ipuls 
the } is Reaſon much prefl: . ary, but brifti & Apo- 
themſelves, conce rnit s thereof, deduct e his confeſſion ſtolorum e b 
matters that wore 7 their Prelaticall ed from the Texts Ge. 119 Ti. 
eee 3 — — ordering gr, 
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5 Hir; then this i the Apoſtles, w iſbops, whoſe * 
rſt wy The identii is proved, ſay the b 1 other then —— 2 
e e e ee re 
peaking of the Apoſt ev but of mail a, rather of none a 1uns Apoſtolo- 
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3 * : 1. fol. 309 Re. 
ſolutiones ej ua 


. E. the next place we are to examine the ſecond, and only - 


| Epiſcopum pro- 


vino, quod ex : | wa 
Paulo al Tum mote Churches in good number. For (4) Luther among his 


* 
\ {5 4 
— 
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 _ - Therightof Eis cer. 


1 * 


a Co · presbyter. 1. Pet. 5. & 1. Saint Jobs himſelf a Pres- 


bjter, 1. John 1. And Saint Paul himſelf thrice (he could 
then ſtoop no lower) à Deacon. Col. 1.23. & 25. 2 Cor. 3. 
& 6. Let notwithſtanding all theſe inferiour appellations they 


held ſtill the Authority of their Apoſtelſhip ; we end this 
point in hope that our Oppoſites will take out this leſſon, 
which Celvis learnt from the Divine Text in the Epiſtle of 


Titus; what's that ? Even our full concluſion in this cauſe. 


- (8)Calvinus in (d) We learn from hence, that there was not then an equality_ 


L 


Titum.« 5.Diſ- ( faith he) among the Miniſters of the Church; but that one 
crmus ex boe-10- was with Authority placed over others, Their ſecond convinc- 


5ſſe equatiz Loc ing objection would be diſcuſſd 

inter Miniſtros, oh” 

quia anus ali= XVIII. Tye $Is. 

Juis authoritate DE | ' | 
2 % That Timothy and Titus have had a Prelacy, as Biſhops over 
— * = the Presbyters in the Apoſtles times: notwithſtanding the 

(a) Luther tom, objection that they were called Evangeliſts, according te 


conſent of Proteſtants of reform 4 Churches, 


— 4 other objection, which our Oppoſites enforce in this caſe, 


12. Proboguam - tO Wit, | that Timothy and Titus, with all other ſuch Diſciples 


libet ctutatem of the Apoſtles, the afſiſtants and immediate ſucceſſors did take 


babere debere care of the Churchs, not as properly Biſhops, but ar E vange- 
* liſts, who had no ſetled reſidence in any of the Churches: So 
prium jure di- | 2 5 PR" 

they, but are encountred with other Proteſtant Divines of re- 


oſtendo dicente, other Reſolutions inſerted this: That Epiſcopacy was of di- 


(Hujusretg74- vine Right, grounding his judgement upon the Text, ſpecifying 
Titus his Government in Creete, as being conſonant to the 


114 reliqui te 
Creta, ut que * . 
deſunt corrigas, judgement of Auguſtine, 


& conſtituas 


* 
+ 


| Prezbyteros per civitates, ſicut diſpoſui tibi) Hos autem Preshrters: fuiſſe Epiſcopos Hicron, 
= c textus ſequens oſtendit dicens, Oportet Epiſcopum irreprebenſibilem eſſe, &c. B. Auguſtin. in 
ll! - Epiſt ad Hieron. Ef iſt. deſcripturus rationem reddit & dicit. Erat enim Ciuitas qua, diceret, 


von «rat ſimplex Presbyter, ſed Eipſc. de quo loquor, quia erat civitas cui preerar, > 


LEG nes - 


formerly: we pointed at) that Saint Peter- intituſed himſelf - = | 8 


"+ irate” * r 3 
. 2 * * N * - % My 4+; 4. Mea. 8 
e A66-4 x Ms 3 58 S * I : 5 * . 7 
ES AE LS bit 328, eb Satoh he St I BYE OY ? 
5% Lt, . : } A : * * - 


eee een 9 
7 Their learn alteta: ſheweth, char at 1653 line, (b) Scultetus in 
db nes ud eber the Apaſtolex for chllefting > mn J Ba 
of Glenicbed ne-Enangebiſtrybur fori Governing ef chem: that, Egheß is 
,as the generall precepts given bythe Apbflericre; a 
(faith he) di prob tbereũ y tv burume the examples Typel for diu docucrat, i 
rhe fueceſſenri to follow ; and thereupon he coneludeth them jos — * 
to have been the ſame; ' who otherwiſe were called EVange- imotheum in 
lite fer uneaclun ger 
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 aduixd bins to purſue the mork of an & vang eliſt. 2 Tim. 4. vs eiiien led © 
tben Biſton in ſome Mace or other, by all conſequence. _' cecollecte guber- 
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«nd hefiders fen q oho n aboriqus - ee , e r 


and that with ſo admirahle ſucteſſe, and yet here but one onely 
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years. togecher, So he. But how ſueceſſefull were theſe then? 

this was cold us in the. A, of the Apoſtles, concerning the © 

Church of Epheſus : whereof it ĩs ſaid, ſo mightily grew ibks 
word of God, Ang. prevailed. duct. 19. 20. Now that after 
Pauls long. reſidence; after Timesbief paſtorſnip; and after 
Saint Fahrs watering of that Church, and fo fong a time; 


Paſtor among them. Is chis credible? What faith the Scri- 
ptureꝰ The Harveſt indeed is great, bus the labourers are few. 
But here in the ig htly great Harveſt, the labourers are fewer 
then few... We ought not to be blamed; für medling with ſuch - 
trifles in earneſt; but chat our ſtudy hat been to weed outeven 
the leaſt ſcruples, now that we are to expedite a matter of high- 

eſt importance, which is our proof of Epiſcopacy from the word 
of God: and ta that putpoſe from confutation of the negative 


* 


- part held by our Oppoſites; we paſſe to the propfes and confirtr: :- 
mations of que afſicmativ eit. D % 44% „ 
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That by the word Angel of Epheſus, te. fgnifie 4 ſingular 8 

and individual Paſtor having d Prelecy o, Pr r 

u proved by a large conſent of Proteſtant Divine; without © 
exception judicious and ingenuous, OT = 


He Divines, which we ſhall produce' ſhall be thoſe.. . 
1 wbow_ouc Oppoſires themſelves eqnoreall Patrialiſiy f 5 ü e 
in behalf of Biſhops , | whether: they be of remote Chur- upon the Apoc, 
ches, or as ĩt were domeſtiquits in our own Country. Of the „ ; 
firſt kind, we * the laſt chief Paſtor of the Church 
of Tee (4) Mater Peodete, who is to be cited our of 
his Rook lateiy author to he püblich d, by Order of tbe 
Houſe of Cee chis Parliament. The ext in the Rexe- 
lations is, Hits tobe e rhe Church Epheſus « His 
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this matter; and leſt now we be coo numerous, we ſhall. ſing] 
out three, who will be held ſingular in the eſtimation of our gels, 
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The right of Ex1'$covacy, -- 431 


( hith he) that thar, which it meant tothe Church, ſheuld be (i) Aretas 
'#nſcribed to the Biſhop of the place, or Church. (i) Aretius 
of no leſſe eſteem then the former, and as punctuall altoge · ieſa per quem 


is L Angelo id eſt 
Miniſtro Ec- 


ther, by Angel interpreting « /peciall one Miniſter, and Diſci. ad iotum cœtum 
le of John; iy Whons the writing might be commended to the res proſerantur. 


whole Church. (k) Peter Martyr uſed to be reckoned among 6) wh —— 


the firſt Worthies. 70h ſaith he) was commanded to write to 1 


the Angels, who were the Biſhops of the ¶ hurches, But what ,, Fohannes 


do we multiply remote Authors, when one of their DoRtor's juberur ſcribere 
may ſatisfy us both for the generall, and for himſelf > (7) Al ad Angelos Ec. 
the moſt learned Interpreters,(ſaith Dr. Scultetus) by Angels — of 7 
expound the Biſhops of the Churches, nor can it be otherwiſe —5 ; a 
Tnterpreted without violence ta the Text. So he. After our (/) Scuttetu- 
ſo long peregrination io remote Churches, it is time to haſte ob/ervar ig 


home, to try what our own Engliſh Divines have judged of Tit, Dodtisfumi 
e quique interpre 
tes per ſeptem 


Oppoſites themſelves, () Dr. Reynolds. Al thoagbh in the Angelos inter- 
Chyrch of Epbeſia, ſaith he, there were ſundry Elders and P.. pretantur ſeb- 


ftors to guid it, jet, among theſe ſundry, was there one Chief, ee 


| whom: our Savionr calleth the Angel of the Church. Apoc. 2: ue enim alitey 


So he. His words need no Paraphraſe. (a) Dr. Fulke is one of poſſunt, ⁊ im niſi 
them whom our Oppoſites have cited for their part, who, if he facere rextui 


ſpeak directly againſt them, they may not be offended with velize. 


us. The Epiſtle to Per gam us, ſaith he, was dire Hed to the Bi- l | 


Hop thereof. We have reſerved Maſter Cartwright to the laſts Conference. 


that his Teſtimony may be more laſting in the memory of our with Hart. c. 2. 


Oppoſites, as from one who uſeth to be moſt gratefull unto divifo. z. 
them. The letters written to the Churches faith he, were there - (n) Dr. Fulke 


in Apoc. 24 44 


fore directed ro the Angel, becauſe he is the meeteſt may by ef. p,. * [ 
fice,by whom the Church may nnderſtand the tenor of the letter. — 1 


So he, and ſo they. Although this Cloud of witneſſes thus rai- pum E piſtala 


ning down aboundance of Teſtimonies, for proof of an Apoſto- e deſtinatur. 
licall originall of Epiſcopacy, may juſtly be held ſo convin- (0) Mr. Carr. 
cent, that nothing but ſelfeneſſe in any party can oppoſe any Rhems Ten; 
thing againſt it, yet ſhall we furthermore fortify their proofes, ment upon A- 


deſiring that this one thing may be obſerved, (to wit) the rea- Poc. 2, 


ſon 


tem Ecclefiarum i 


wright on the 
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©: That Antiquity held vet #he word, 40 (whereof v wo _ . 
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FE that our Oppoſites had not faid that we cited 90 ancient 
Fathers for our expoſition, we ſhould not have framed- this 
Theſis; only we cannot tell with what appetite they did 
, = it;z 1s: ip tbat rhey. hold the judgement of Fathers Jatis ; 
iin this caſe? Why then have they not alleadged ay one ſyl 
able out of them for their own collective ſenſe ? But we liſt 
0 not to expoſtulate, rather hoping the beſt, we entreat them to 
14 60 Aubroſ. in ſpell the words of (a) e-2mbre/e, they are but few, 1 call Bi. 
Il” * 1 Corene. 15 „Au- ſhops Angels, as | am taught in the Revelation, What Am. 
gelos (FRE pos broſe meant by Biſhops who can doubt? Likewiſe (6) Aug, 
N fine the famous Biſhopof Hippo, ſaith, of one of theſe Aae | 
Fobannes, © That he was ſet over the ¶ hureh by the divine vaice (meaning 
(b) Aug * the Scriprute.) If * Scultetus uben he ſaid, that all the moit 
piſt. a. Oi. learned Interpreters, by Angels, underſtood Biſnhops; if among 


ll ö - wind voce lau- all, he comprehend the Ancients, we have nor £9 ſleek more 


1 8 
— wy ang «MN - witneſles ; however, we need not, becauſe there is but very 


| of Teile. rare commenting upon the Apocalyps among the Fathers, 
See aboe © much leſſe upon theſe Texts. All this notwithſtanding we are 

ſure of that what is wanting in their Commentaries, they ſupply 

ia their Hiſtoricall relations, as will appear by and hy, rendring 

unto us one Polycarpus Biſhop and Mattyr to have been one 

bpOftbeſe Angells in the Church of Smyrna. In thei inte we 
will pions Reaſon with our oppoſites. tO of 
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Etter reaſon they cannot expect then is the retorting of 
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here is ſeven 


ſelxes to give a ſufficient taſte; for oftentime the A Angels are are times alins An. 
feekoned leven, and after giſteibuted ordinatiye ly into firſt, gclus, and ot 
ſecond, third, and ſo till the ſexenth, as Plainly as ene can the ficlt three 


N Erant 
rechon the ſeve u dayes in the, weeks, Chap. 15. and; 18. 57 tres tot idem 


ited one Angel ha ing the Key of &he a 107 ind. 
a0, Was there We f a Collective vely . os x: 15. 


may 8hey Angel for delivering a little booke, ble eſt Ming 
0 N des the Angel whom John is ſaid to have — 1 
e mul they day this Angef alſo to com- fondly, v. 15: 
— en might th the: Angel reply, have: you Ange aling 


forgot e toJohn Jam thy falle w er vant, but five 4, Th. Cum 


| 22 every due an iadividuaſl e p. 18, 
; rs to che queſtiond] Texe, whereas ſome © 388 car. 
ofithe A re commented for. notable Vertues, and as Shed»: "Amo Net 


| much condemned for ſame nqtorious vices; they that think v. 2. Angeis oth 


ahnt all ohe Tamer vices and Vettues did as well imply every — 72 
rin all the Colleges of the ſeven Churches, „ May as well — 2 
concr ie, un een the deformities are noted i in any Core Mart. Chemni- 


18, v. 5 eAns 
clus Alara, em ali quis 22 ira, „ v. 7. Alina Augelu, tinus @igup, Videat reliqua 
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That by Angel is meant Individual 


7e right 7 1 I's sert, r. 
poration, therefore every pet ſon in it is equally far-noſed, 


:crook'r- legged, bald- headed, and the like, 

' Lally, the Angels and Churches being both reckoned diſtin 
ctly ſev..n times, that there ſhonld be a Collective number of 
the Order of Paſtours, without ſo much as any inſinuation of 


diſtinguiſhing them either from Angels, or Churches; have- 
they any Key to unlock ſuch a Myſtery? From this kind of + 


resſoning, we paſſe uato an evidence of no lefle importance, ü 


Hiftoricall E xperience, and Praftice, 
* VI. Tu I E18. 


1 one Biſhop, 1 ee 
> | 


ftrated by Hiſtoric all learning without contradittion, 


Iſtory is the life of memory, und memoriall of mens 
lives, if it may be undubitably had, it muſt neceſſarily 


ſeal up the verity of all that hath been ſaid of an Apoſtolical! 


Inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, whereof we have had evident in- 
ſtances in the Epiſcopall Traditions from Famer in Jeruſalem, 


Mark in eAlexangria, Peter in Antioch and in Rom: And 
now we are to inſiſt upon examples of the deſcent from Job 


(a) Polycrat. E- 
piſt. ad Victo- 
rem apud Eyes 


Hit. lib. 5 


cap 25 


; Oct Cal. 


ced. Act. 11. 


wit hall à line of (even Biſhops of hit own kind,. 


in two of theſe Angelical Churches Epheſw and Smyrna. For 
the firſt , it hath been made good unto you out of Suſabius, 
that (a) Polycrates writ himſelf B iſbep of Epheſus, ee 
s' Prede- 

ceſſours: Whereunto way be added the Declaration made by 
Leontins the Archbiſhop of Magneſia in the general (5)Coun- 
cell of Calcedon of the ſucceſſion of the ſeven and twenty Bi- 
ſhops from Timothy in the ſame Church of Epbeſus; —.— 
Timothy, all antiquity with a large conſent of moſt apptov 

Proteſtant Divines have teſtified to have been Biſhop ther — 


0 none will think, but ſhame it ſelf would have reſtrained 
Loeontius from making ſuch a publique Declaration in the hear- 


ing of ſix hundred Fathers aſſembled in this Councell, if the 
matter it ſelf had been liable to any contrzdiction. The 


next inſtance (as we are perſwaded ) may be held 5 
| an 
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A eur Lords-day hith done tnto their Sabbath, Ghar im night 
Z be fulfilled which was ſpoken by the Prophet, touching 285 
vocation of the Gentiles. () Iwill rake of them for Prieſts, 
and for Levits, ſaith the Lord, 
That the Prieſts were ſuperiour to the Levits, no man 
er doubteth: and that there was not a parity, either betwixt the 
Pritt or betwixt the Zevirs themſelves, i is manifeſt by the 
word of God; wherein mention is made of the Heads and Ru. 
ler; both of the one, and of the othex. 1 Chron, XXIV. 6.31 
and Exr. VIII. 29. 
The Levits were diſtributed into the three Families of the 
Gerſponites, Cobathites, and. Merarites : and over each of 
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1 ; as committed to the Prieſts and Levits: unto'Whom" the 

| l Miniſters of the New do now ſurceed; in ke ſo drt. 8 
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30.3 5. the Prixſtx'were divided by David into four and twen- 
ty cdurſes ; !1:Clrow XXIV; Who likewffe had their Headt; 
wen the "Hiſtory of the New-Teſtament are ordinarily called 


() Nel, or chief of the Prieſt:; and clearly diſtinguiſhed þ Plath. 2. 4. 1 | 


from that ſingular; one, who. was the type of our great and 27. 
High Prieſt; that is paſſed: into the Heavens, Jeſns the Son AR 19. 14 Kc 
of God. Vea in che XI. of. Neben; we find two named Bi. 4b 4 14+ 
ſhops, the one of the Prieſts, the other of the Levitsithgr dwelt 
in Perkiſalems..,. The former ſo expreſlly tearmed by tit Greek 
in the: 14+ the latter both by the Greek and Latin interpreter” 
in the * 2 verſi and not wichour apptobation of the Scripture.s E 
it elf, which vendrethotthe (4) «Hebrew word of the ſame! 1:virzy, LAX 
nal in ee reel d nerod f in the New. Epiſcopus 
Teſtament. |. Levitarum. 
Of Levi it was ſaid: by Moſes the man of God (f) They _ 
ſpall teach Jacob thy Juwagements,and Iſrael thy law ; they hall pg. — 8. 


put.iucenſe before ther, and whole brunt ſacrifice. wpon thine. e Acts. 1. I 


Altar. Becauſe this latter part of their office hath ceaſed wirks 7 Dems $37, 
then), and tlie Ecvicicall Altar ( the truth prefigured thereby 

being cow exhibited ) is quite taken away: May not we there⸗- 

fore oonclude out of the former part ( which hath no ſuch ty- _ 

picall relation in ĩt ) that our BoſGops and Presbyters ſhould be mk 
( as the Apoſtle would have them to be) (g) SrMaxrhro} apt to , Tim 1 2 
taach; 60 able b —— to exhort; and to con- gr Titt, 9. 

Vince the 
where God-had hard that (i) the Priefts the Levits and 

al the Tribe of Levi uiid cat the.offerings of the Lord made by 

fire; doth not the Apoſtle by juſt analogy inferre from thence, . | 
chat for aſinuch-as (k,) they whichwaited:arrhe Altar, were hi Cor. g; 13 
partaker withthe Altar ;'even ſolvatzhe Lord ordained, that 14. | 
they which preached the Goſpell, ſhould liue of the ꝙoſpell? 
With what ſhew of reaſon then can any man imagine, that 

what was inſtituted by Gd in the Lam,, for meere matter of 

Sovernment and preſetrvation of good order (without all re- 

ſpect of type or ceremony; ) ſhould! now be rejected in the 
deen a device ee 2: That what was by the Lord: 
once 


ſay 2527 Nay, and out of the latter part it ſelf, Deut 4. 1 
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| 1 En 2˙2 once (H planted « noble vine, whelty à ri n 8 
ſo turned into the degenerate plant of a ſtran gi ume png: no 
purging or pruning of it will ſerve the turne, but it muſt be 


cut down root and branch, as () A plant — heavenly 
Father had never planted 2 But docking being ſo familiar nom 


matteis we do not find to ſuite withoarown: bums +" The 

ſeafeſt way will be, to conſult with Chriſt himſelf weten and 
hear what he delivereth in the cauſe. | 

T heſe things ſaith he, thathath the ſeven Starres. Reel. 

III. I. he jt. then, we ſee,theſe Starrs; whatſoever they be. 

And, the AAyſtery of them he thus further openech unto His be- 
loved Diſciple. The: ſever Starrd which rh fawef.in wy | 

_ «right hand, are the Angels of the ſeven Churchre/RevelL40. 

From which words a learned man, very much devoted to the 

now ſo higtily admired Diſcipline, deduceth this concluſion. 
(*) How great therefore the dignity Z tras paſtonrs, | Who 

105 . are barb STARRES, fixcd in no other fr ment then-in the 

mn Paſto- \ right band of Chriß, a AN GELS? it 

wi ot tum” ile had conſidered well, that in che Church of Epkaſwe (one 
ſtelle ſunt, non of the ſeven here pointed at) there were many (o) PRE S- 

inaliofirms- BVT ERS, whom the boty Ghoſt bade BISHOPS, 
ps Grit or Ov erſeers, over all that flook,, to feed the Church of God, 
ra, tum An Which he had-purchaſed with his own bloods” An withall he 
gelit I. Brights ſaw, that by — one Ange! there above the reſt ( all, 
man. in APO 4. well (y) extraordinary Praphsss, as (g ordinary: Fatrari, be- 
6 AR, 20. 17. 108 in their own ſeverall. ſtations accounted Angels or Ae 
' © ſengers of the Lord of Hoſts.) he: ſhould be forted alſo to ac- 


8, 
| logg. 211 knowledge the cminency of one BiſGopabove the other B:ſpops | 
11250 1.13. (that name being in choſe dayes(7 )comman unto all the Pres- 


— 13, byes) and. ye yeald'withall, --that, ſuch à one was to be 
Philip * eemed as a ft * 10 othor. firwamene, them in the 
1 Tim. 1. 2. rig hs hand of Chriſt. - 

Tit. 1. 3. 7. To ſalve this therefore: ul the farrs in every Church muſt 
be preſuppoſed to be of one magnitude, and though thoſe 
ftarrs which typified theſe c Angels are ſaid to he but ſever, 


yet the Angeli chemſeinen muſt be maintained - to be fares 
more 


oo roo ol bot 


'L N 7 = s as d mm A 5 * * or N , 
oof B13m'ons, 
. F Pp $5. ©. 


more in amber 3 aud in fine | 

be Ange! of the Church of Ephbeſw write zi mult by. no | Nec uni ali- 

menos be-2dmiuced , that (+ Jam ane Angel ſhould be meant Aae 
bereby, but the whote Coledge of Paſtors, rather. And all (% 740 dicam) 


4 . 


upon.prettuge of a poor fhew of ſome ſhallow reaſons; that Colegio, Se, 


there was wot ove Angel Epheſus but many, and among n 5. qu m- 
chem not au Principat k bac cmmu .. 
| voce compre- 


Wick wreſting, of the plain words of our Saviour is ſo benduntur, Nen 
extrpam violent, chat M. Berns (though every way 25 Zear cin uns ere 


louſiy axed to che advaocement of the nem Diſripline, 3 Angetua Epbeſi, - 


was tbe other) could by no means digeſt it : but ingenuoully (64, Pres * 


acknowledgeth the meaning of our Lords direction to have „i Peine. 
been this. { ) To the Angel.that is, to the Preſident, as whom e 

i lebe ved pecially to be ad moni ſbed tauching thoſe matters; Apocalypl. 2. 1. 
4 by him lob tho reſt of bis colleag uss, and the whole Church u T# A 


c EST 


T3. 


| therelt of the Paſtors of Epheſas, and he the very ſame (as 1 75 
learned ( Doctor Rynolasraddeth ) with — Si __ Ad bis Nes 
watd the Fathers called Biſpop: may further be made manifeſt, admaneri, as per 
not only by the ſacceſſion of the fitſt Biſhops of that Chureh, eum carers. 
butalſothy the clear teſtimony of Ignatius: who (within 2 ala” a 
no gtester compaſſe of time then twelve years afterwards) Eecleſſam. Ber, 
diſtinguiſheth the ſingular and conſtant Preſident thereof, in Apocalypſe 
from the reſt of the number of the Presbyters,. by appropriate * 7 
ing the name of BiSop unto him. 2. i * Conference 
As for the former, we find it openly declared in the gene- 40 * 1 
ral Cosgcil of (halcedon , by Lrontins Biſhop of Mags; 2 r W 4rl. 
that (/) from T'imerbie(and ſo from the dayes of the Apoſtles) Tad it KT 
there had been 2 continued ſucceſſion of ſeven and twenty Bi- Lene bw | 
ſhops; all of them ordained in Epbeſut. Of which number the Saen s- 
Angel of the Church of Epheſus; mentioned in the Revela- 9 
tion muſt needs be one: whether it were Timot hie bimſelf, pro- — 
as (=) ſome conceive ; or one of his next Succeſſours, as others Ceneil. Chalce- 
Apocalyol. cap. 2. diſpe 3. Alcaſa: Prom. in cap. 3, & 3. Apacal H. 
ba ge | P 25 hh, 6. 0 py em. in cap. 2, & 3 Apacal notat. t, & Fan al⸗ 


where our Saviour Saith, ( 5 urto \ Revel.2 . 70 | 


likewiſe. «And that there was then a ſtanding Preſident over nina 


2 Vid. Peter. in 
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a Notandinteft © For that Timotbie hid” been ſome time (4) *'the Sifu 
bree n . (which is the appellation that (%) T Aer gin His fe. 
Yew Prejzy. cond Apology for Chriſtine," &. (e) Dionyftis'of c bet 
ters ruin fujſe long after him, in bis epiſtle to the Churchiof baut; and 
Se- (dy Merl, Biſhop of A. chr in bis Letters 80 fel, Bi- 

antiſtitem) ut ſhop of Rome, do give unto a Biſbep) or Awreftes, or Preſident 
voear Fuſtinus. of the Epbeſine Presbytery, is confeſſed by Bees himſelf : and 
that he was ordained tbe firf Biſhopof the Church of the 
Epbefianswe do not only read iti the — of the ſecond 
ceuſd religuis Epiſtle to Timorbyand the Ecclefiaftical Hi ory of (e) Fofo- 
Truribus in ce- bigs , but alſo in two ancient Treatiſes concerning the martyr- 
Sins oy! dom of Timothy; the one nameleſſe in the Library of () P- 
aposg bra ve. F187 ; the other bearing the name of ( a 0d , even of 
tat) peculiari= that Polycrates', who was not only himſelf Biſhop of this 
ter ici Epiſco: Church of Epheſus, but born alſo within fix or ſeven and thir= 


in1Tim. 5.19. 


eee lain tyrgears after S. obs wrote the fore · named Epiſtle unto the 


Philip. 1. 1. 


c Dion. Co. Angel of that Church: as it appeareth by the years he was of, 
int. in epiſt. ad when he wrote that Epiſtle unto Victor Biſhop of Rome, where- 
Athenſenies, in he maketh mention of (5) ſeven kin/men of his who had 
pas bees Biſhops ; he himſelf being the eit. 
1 up * de ITeome now to the teſtimony of 7gnarivr: whom (5) Theo- 
& 1 a, dores; and () Felix Biſhop of Rome, and (4) Fobn the Chro- 
Dosch re a. oy eee e Me e | 

763, quo prori . nbgrapher'of Antioch, report to have been ordained Biſhop'of 

mum e ju: ſuc. Antiuch by S. Peter in ſpecial, Chryſoſtome (who was à Preſ- 
Merem Qua. byter of the ſame Church) by ( the Apoſties in general; 

be- 7% J and without all controverſie did ſit in that See; the very ſame 

Il Eulcbium, time wherein that Epiſtle unto the. Angel f the Church of 

Labiftig "3 « Epbeſns was commanded to be written. 
d Aud xars oO ral; mes Cogod Var : 
Tz N Oed UonAncian, Bi T7 GENESEO TOY AVTAY πνοεντνοινE¶õmhi. Marcell. Atcyran, 

apud Epiphanium, bereſ. 72. e Euſeb. Hiſt, lib. 3. x49. ds f Or Tg i H- 

pb Tuyy ern ono E emoxoTioa: Ef poſt "OT: © Smog Lu rower 
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1485; b E212 ue, ur cvyyerdis ws cmononinty® 5. PolycrateEpiſt.ad Vie 
Ard: pull Euleb. I. 5 Hiſt. xe. xs. i Theodoret, in Dialogo 1. five ATE. k Fe- 
lix III. in Epiſt ad Zenonem Imp. recitat in V Synodo Conſtantino pol. AQ. i. (roms 2, Conch. 
Hor. pag. 2 20. edit. Binnii. anno 1606. I Johan, Malela Antiochenus, Chronic. lib, 10 M. S. 
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cb Neige Is ls int? n44rTo epaANs. Fo. Cbmſeſt. in Ignatii Encomijo. 


4 


Ia 


In the Iſle of Patmos had S. Zobn his Revelation manifeſted 

unto bim, (a) teward the end of the Empire of Domitian, as 
Trenons teſtiſieth; or the fourteenth year of his government, as 
(e) Euſebius and Hierbme ſpecifie it. From thence there are 
but twelve years reckoned unto the tenth of Trajan: where- 
in Ignatius, in that laſt journey which he made for the conſum- 
mation of his glorious Martyrdome at Rome, wrote another 


Epiſtle unto the ſelf· ſame Church of Epheſus. In which he 


maketh mention of their then Biſhop Oveſimus: as it appears 


both by (p) Euſebius citing this out of it, and by the Epiſtle 


it ſelf yet extant. f | | 

In this Epiſtle to the, Epheſians, Ignatius having accknow- 
ledged that their (4) numerous multitude was received by 
him in the perſog of their Biſhop Onefiwns,and (r) bleſſed God 


for granting anto them ſuch a Biſbop as he was: doth after- 


watds put them in minde of their (/) duty in concurring with 
him, as he ſheweth their, worthy Presbyrery did, being (t) /o 
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conjoyn d ( as he ſaith) with their Biſbop, as the ſtrings are with epiſt. ad Epheſ. 


th: Harp: and toward the end exhorteth them ro(#)ebey both 

the Biſhop and the Presbytery with an undivided minde. 

Ila the ſame journey wrote Ignatius allo an Epiſtle unto the 
Church-of Smyrna, another of the ſeven, unto whom thoſe 


letters are directed in S. ohn, Revelation, wherein he alſo 
(x) faluteth their Biſbep and Presbytery: exhorting all the 


people to () follow their Biſhop,as Chriſt Jeſus did bu Father, 
and the Presbytery , as the Apeſtles : and telling them that 
(⁊) no man ought either to adminiſter the Sacraments, or do 


any tl ing appertaining to the Church, without the conſent of 


the Biſhops 7 | | 
Who this Piſbep, and what that Presbytery was, appear- 
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The original of BY 31 073. 
\ of 90 AEST * p rA If 3 a7 the Prevbyters that were wil =p | 
Rips ho reed, wow tes And that the ſame Po!yoarprs wil me ” . 
hop chere, when 8. John wtore unto the Angel of t 5 
nir. of Smyrna; who can better inform us then mer Lak : 
wh {4 nor only know thoſe worthy men, (4) Why emily he 
eit. ad Phi- carpus in hie See ; but alſo (5) Was TE 4 W wh 2 hoſe 
did diſcourſe of bis converſation wit S. John, and Lord 
things which he heard from thoſe who had ſeen our Lord 
felis, | , bt by the A ofties- 
| was not only taug ht by the AP | 
Poijcarpus;(c) ſaith hey beſe th 2. ſeen Chrift, but 10 
was by the Apeſtber cooſtituted in Alia Biſoop ef 3 
which is in Smyrna: whom we our ſelves alſo aid e 1 
younger age, for he continued long: & being . bo 4 fe 
lorionſly and nobly ſuffering Martyrdome depariea i "Jo 


Flerinum (4- 
pul Euſeb. lib, 


5. K. 2) & | | | les ; 

al er,, Nuo being ordained Biſhop of ane the . 
. who had finiſhed their courſe , and depart aid write his Krve- 

— 6 32 —— before S. ohn (the laſt farviver of them) — * of obe 
r Axrosb- lation: Who but he could there be meant by che Ang 


aur lud Church in Smyrna? in which that he {till held bis Epiſco- 


dice gsa. pil office unto the time of his Martyrdome ( which fell out 


; | : , r by this- 
Yareaetls .. afrerward ) may ſufficiently appear 9) 
7 LXXI V. years arter w fi = 
— = reſtimonys which the brethren of the Church — 8 N 7 
be, dN % were preſent at his ſuffering, gave unto him. 22 0 4 Propbe- 
n "Amer of admirable man in our times, 4 Apo _ h which is in 
e e tical Doctor, and Biſhop of the Catholic _— ates Bi- 
e dee, Vie Fe ad ade ee, n 
err za who lived alſo in his time ad! * 
e 1 — D (e) Polycarpus to have been both B#ſpop 


*, em- hood 0 to Da e e 
cd,, 2 2 in Smyrna. So ſaith he in his Synodical Epiſtle di 
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rected unto Victor Biſhop of Rome, about 27 years after the 
Martyrdome of Polycar pus; he himſelf being at that time. 
65 years of age. >. 
About the very; ſame time wherein Polyerates wrote this 
Epiſtle unto Victor, did Tertullian publiſh bis book of Preſcrip- 
tions againſt Hereticks : wherein he avoucheth againſt them, 
that (F) as the Church of Smyrna had Polycarpus placed there f Sicus Smyrna; 


orum Eccles 


by John, and the ¶ hurch of Rome Clement ordained by Peter; — A 
ſo the reſt of the ( hurche: alſo did en What Biſhops they 9 — 
had received by the appointment of the Apoſtles, to traduce the catum refers 3 
Apoſtolical ſeed unto them. And ſo before him did. IJrenæus ſicus Remane= 


urge againſt them (g) the ſucceſſions of Biſpops unto whom the um Clemen. 
Apoſtles committed the charge of the Church 3 every place, 4 ma . — 
For all che Hereticks (faith he) are much later then thoſe proinde (or. her. 
Biſbops, unto whom the Apoſtles committed the Churches, And inde) ug 


(i) we are able to number thoſe Who by the Apoſtles were or- cateri ani. | 
3 7 ? 


ent, quo 


dained Biſhops in the Churches, aud their Succeſſours unto our Aula bn Ex 


dayes; Who neither taught nor knew any ſuch thing as theſe piſcopatum cou 
mes dream of. | ftisupos, Apoſter: 


For proof whereof , he bringeth in the ſucceſſion of the liciſeminis ira. 


Biſhops of Rowe . from (c) Lina, (unto whom the bleſſed Tau babent. 
Apoſoles committed that Eps/copacy)and Anacletus (by others * — 
called Clerw)and Clement ( who did both ſee the Apeſtles, and vid c 4. 
conferred with them) unto (1) Elentherivs ; who when Jre- lib. 4. cours 
næus wrote, bad the charge of that Biſpoprich in the twelfth Marcion cap. 5. 
place after the Apoſtles. Concerning whom, and the integrity 2 — Dy 
which then continued. in each other ſucceſſion from the A- — wr 
poſtles dayes, Hegefpprs , who at the ſame time publiſhed ticam gue is 
883 loco 
eſt Ecclefiam tradiderum. Iren. lib. 4. adverſ. hareſ. cap. 63: bh Omnes enim it undd 
poſteriores ſunt quam Epiſcopi, quibus eApoſtoli tradiderum Ecclefias. Id. lib. 5. ca 20. 
i Habemus annumerare eos qui ab Apeſtali inſtituti ſunt Epiſcopi in Ecclefiis, & ſucceſſores 
eorum uſque ad nos: qui nibil tale docuerunt, neque cognoverunt quale ab bis deliratur. Id. lib. 
3. cap. 3. k QgpenwravTes by 1.4) ,es 6 panda” AwégeR THY & 
- _ ri vi mono ASITugban ever cp, (TETEF Ain Had W rale 
T. 
ae — Sau os Av , THY CMTKOWINY KAHPETa: K Aν,jCe, & Y d ERA rds 
Anxdelss Aregb us, * guufrRanuas s. Id. ibid. I Nd. SadexdTa Tomo T6 © 
omoxonis v ff A rariy es nriiecy ENA des. Ihii. * - 
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m Hlaęg u his Hiſtory of the Church; ſaith thus. (n) Sorer ſucceeded A. 


5 


T ef Binos fr. 
1 ; 2 iin. 0 Fe | : * 5 


* 


Nreiad be- niretus, and after him Was Eleutherius. Now, in every ſuc- 


S ανε , ul A = 2 e e de 
2, Ba 4.9705 . Ceſſion, and in every Citi, all things ſo ftand, « rhe Lam and 


Ey snd de 7 he P rophe te and our Zord do preach, ws Jos 
Siedexin » And more particularly concerning the Church of Corinth; 


z reg (v) after he had ſpoken of the Epiſtle written unto them by (le- 


pour af f, ment, for the repreſſing of ſome factions where with they 
af egQnTa; WER. ur Him 
— 5 KUpios. to tell them, that (o) the Apoſtles, of whom he himſelf was an 


Hegefp. apud hearer, had perfect intelligence from our Lord Peſus Chriſt, of 


Euleb. lb. 4. the contention that ſhould ariſe about the name of Epiſcopacy ) 


m4 16 ul he declareth, that after the appeaſing of this tumult, (p) the. 


nim ex Ms. le- Church of the Corinibians continued in the right way, untill 


gendum , non' the dayes of Primes, whom he did viſite in his ſayling toward 
HN. 1 Rome. Which Primus had for his ſueceſſour that famous Dis- 
ae , #5, whoſe Epiſtle to the Church of the Arbeniant bark 


e - aps ,- | D o Pare ge peragrew 
KopeySiss em- beene before nominated ; wherein he put them in minde of 


gone ane e · () the firſt Biſhop that had been placed over them, even Dio- 


pulaives. Euſeb. ) fut the Artopagite, (r) S. Pauls own convert, a thing where- 
— —— of they could 1 Sa e have no more cauſe to doubt, then 
lib. 3.107 . we ſhould have, if any queſtion were now made of the Bi- 
o Kale Amos [hops that were here in King Edward the VI. or Queen 
See i Maryes dayes 3 I might alfo ſay, in the midMe of the raigne 
roc 4% rod of Queen Elisabeth her ſelf; if with (/) Baroniut I would 


| A = _— produce the Areopagites life unto the government of the Em- 
Tie ig em perour Hadrian, as Sh aa | | 

F ovourrT& This Hege/ippns, living next after the firſt ſucceſſion of ths 
TH MOKOTHS: Apoſtles (as (t) Euſebius noteth ) and being himſelf a Chriſtian | 


ou Tav Thu 


(u) of the race of the Hebrews ; was carefull to record unto 
ſterity the ſtate of the Church of Jeruſalem in the dayes of 


Ey Thy air 
4 .> 0 
apoyvecry tie P 


Auebres 76-. the Apoſtles, and the alteration that followed after their de- 


AGRI HATES: 3 N . n te b. 5 | 
gar T'5 .aae9%1pyjubuus- Clemens epiſt. al Corinth, pag. 57. edit, D. Patricii Juni i. p Kas 


| ST44150 6 dαẽͤa d Kopie c 5 O A, Expt Tipipe monomer: 
EY Kopie, 3 (ita MS, non ots) cle TAO? eis Pofꝛhv. Hegelip. apud Eufeb. 
lib. 4. 1e. 48. q Dion, Corinth. apud eund. Euſeb. tb. 3. xs. d. & lib 4. x49 uy, 


were at that time much troubled (which gave him occaſion 


— 


r Act. 17. 34. [ Baron. Annal. tom. 2. aun. 120. t Euſeb. lib. 2+ 44 17. O "HyhoiT- X 


@©- (non, ut vulgs legitur, 'Iugyr@-) on rue aparys 4) -' AmoronoyyEoper©:; 


Nad xs. Egeſippus qui poſt ipſas ſtatim primas. A peſtolorum ſucceſſiones fuit : ut Rufinus | 
2 locum expreſſit. u Eu eb, lib. 4. KS. & B. Bu. parture.. 


. 
Church together With the Apoſtles: yet ſo (as (3) Clement A 
of Alexandria, who wrote ſome twenty years aſter him, fur- „ #429 
ther addeth) that he had this preferment even before the three Kueis Ian - 
prime Apoſtles,” Peter and thetwo ſons of Zebedee ( Iames O, & avouer 
and John) to be choſen the peculiar Biſhop of Jeruſalem, the _ Sina: 
then mother Church of the world. | Hegeſipp. Com- 
After the death of James the Juſt, () Hegeſippus declareth mentarior, lib. 


that Symeon the ſonne of Clopas or Cleophas was conſtituted 5- aud eund, 


Biſbop, and ſo continued untill the dayes of the Emperour ferne lib. 2. 
Trajan: under whom he ſuffered a glorious Martyrdome * 
(about the ſame time that Ignatius did) being then an hundred 555 ſexto Hypo- 


and twenty years of age; and by that account borne before the pci: ub 


Incarnation of our bleſſed Saviour. Where, the obſervation narrat, Ilie 


of this prime Hiſtorian is not to be paſſed over: that (4)untill & 
theſe times the Church was called a Virgis; as being not yet 
corrupted with the overſpreading of hereticall doctrine. For ,j,, =. S675- 
howſoever hereſies did ſpring up before, yet they were ſo pe-, «5 ay 
kept down by the authority of the Apoſtles and the Diſciples a2 2 Kypis 
who had heard our Lord himſelfe preach ; that the authors — — 
and fautors thereof were not able to get any great head, being dy” ve 778 
forced (by the authority of ſuch oppoſites) to lurk in ob- Ej5, d- 
ſcurity. . #75 | * LL Al. 
But as ſoone as all that generation was gathered unto their #2127 075%0- 
fathers,” and none of thoſe were left who had the happineſſe , 40 
to hear the gracious words that proceeded from the Lords "Aja ennd, J. 
N 0 | 2. Cap. 1. 

x. Apud Euſeb lib. 4 cap. 22. Vide eund. lib. 3 cap · 11. & 3 2. a ws 904 pixer tf Td7e 
xevον mapvir© natart x) dd¹ hope Tuiivey 1 enxANTIa. 5 dINXG G8 TKOTES 
pwndevror ciatrt Tore , e Tives Vun, Me Fry empirror 79 viyir 
xavove my gwrnels xnpuyparO. & I" 6 ie. h yoes h, es 


7 bis TAG}, magsrnnvIuy 74 1 eve due] of auTA; aro Ths 13s goplng 


* * - — 282 7 1 \ 7 4 , , 
£ TAKE TR AATYE 0/1410), Il ehTA Th; a Ys FAdVNG THY py Ir EX pavey UN GUSRIIS, 
Ha Ths d eregod iÞaotdnuy Cmanne, d; HA H⁸ is: & Smo3Aw νν,jι,ð̊“H 


yuuri Auedy nd 1 TH Hνονd , my This dAn36ia; 1npu yuert Thy {ALI vpor tracy” 
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ſtolam 5 obſe- 


own mouth: the Heretic ls, taking that advantage, began ta 

| enter into à kind of combination, and with open face pub- 

b 'Ary:Skous lickly to maintain the (6) oppeHi˖ðõsꝗ of ibeir [crence falſly ſo 
Ths 4d dior cated ( from whence they aſſumed uato themſelves the name 


ps Drage. ef Cuofticks, or men of knowledge) againſt the preaching of 


- — that truth, which by thoſe who were (c) eje-witneſſes and mi- 


Jude v 2. nifters of the Word had been ( 4) ONCE delivered wnto the 


e A T2870 ©» Saints, (e) The firſt beginner of which conſpiracy was one 
ud ⁰ THY = ThebGarbis ; who had at the fitſt been bred in one of the ſever 


N,, Taps 


Je- we?” [e&s, into which the people of the Fewes were in thoſe dayes 


ye kedagre divided; but afterwards, becauſe he miſſed of a Biſbopricke 


_ dxcdis paTais unto which he had aſpired, (this of Jeruſalem, as it may ſeem; 


ale Ape, hereunto Iuſtus, after the death of Symeen, was preferred 
1 before him) could think of no readyer a way throughly to re- 
vd —— venge himſelf of this diſgraee, than by raiſing up the like 
tniexozor, diſtractions among the Chriſtians. Which as, in the effect, it 
Tb, ſhewerh the malignity of that ambitious Sectary: ſo doth it, 


"Ard oj 471% jg the occaſion, diſcover wit hall the great eſteem that in thoſe 


SW 2,2 > early dayes was had of Epiſcopacy. | Te 
383 When Hegeſipper wrote this Eccleſiaſtical! Hiſtory (the 
apud Euleb. lib. ancienteſt of any ſince the Acts of the Apoſtles) Eleuiberiu. 
4 Ke · As. og we heard before, was Biſhop of the Church of Rome : un- 
f Mifit ad eum to whom (f) Luci King of the Britains (as our Bede rela- 
Lucius Britan- teth) ſent an Epiſtle ; deſiring that by hi means be might be 
norum Rex epi- gg ade ( briſt;an. Who preſently obtained the effect of his pious re- 
queſt i and the Britains kept the faith then received, ſound and 
1 unde ſiled in quiet peace, until the times of Diocleſian the Em- 
Chriſtiaru ef. perour. By whoſe bloudy perſecution the faith and diſcipline 
fceretur. Et of our Brittiſh Churches was not yet ſo quite extinguiſhed ; 
mox efſeffum but that within ten years after (and eleven before the firſt 
17 — of generall Couacell of Nice ) three of our Biſhops were preſent 
eſt [uſceptam- and ſubſcribed unto the Conncel of Arles: (g) & boris of Tor 45 
que fidem Bri - Reſtitutus of London, and Adel ius of Colcbeſter; if that be 
ran; uſque in it, which is called there Colonia Londiuenſium. The firſt root 


5 0 ot whoſe ſucceſſion we muſt fetch beyond Eleutberiu c, and 


cipic inviolatom imegramque quietã pure ſervabunt. Bed. hiſt, eccteſiaſt. Angler. lib. 1 cap 4. 
g Tom, 1. Cencilior. Jalliæ, Sirmonds edit pag. 9. Es 


— 7 


28 high 25 S. Peter himſelf: if it be true, that he () cenſtita - h Exiſilira⸗ 


teu Churches here, and ordained B :fbops, Pregbyters,axd Dea- Ts av Peri,’ 


consin them; as Symeon Metaphraſtes relateth out of ſome 2 
part of (i) Euſebius ¶ as it ſeemeth ) that is not come unto 5% pres 
our hands. | F yeeTOSut 


But, to return unto the Angels of the [even c hurches, men- #ainola; 72 gu- 


tioned in the Revelation of d. Jobs: by what hath bern ſaid, 6s, 1. 


it 1s apparent, that ſeven fingular B ſhops, who were the con- ——— 


ſtant Preſidents over thoſe Churches, are pointed at under that ue, X 


name. For other ſure they could not be, if all of chem were caſt ex7oviou;,do- 


into one mould, and were of the ſame quality with Polycar- Sei tr 
pus, the then Angel of the Church in Smyrna 3 who without 77, Kaigaess 

all queſtion was ſuch, if ayy credit may be given herein unto 3; Paul w- 
thoſe that ſaw him and were well acquainted with him. ease 


And as Tertullias in expreſſe termes affirmeth him to have «pbraſt. Com- 
been placed there by S. John himſelf (in the teſtimony before . de Pe- 


alledged out of his (&) Preſcriptions :) ſo doth he elſe-where, 1 . — 


from che order of the ſucceeding Biſhops, not obſcurely int i- nz. 
mate, that the reſt of that number were to be referred unto 
the ſame deſcent- (4) me have, ſaith he, the Churches that were 
bred by Jobn. For a/though Marcion do reject hi Revelation: 
yet the order of the Biſhops reckoned up unto their originall, 
will ſtand for John to be their Founder. | Jie el LalIIk. 
Neither doth the ancient Writer of the Martyrdome of Ti. 29 or 
mothy ( mentioned by Photias) mean any other by thoſe ſe- 7? ed 
den Biſhops, whote aſſiſtance he ſaith S. Iobhs did uſe, after his — 
return from Patmos, in the government of the Metropolis of Us T8 Pan 
the Epbe ſi ant. For (m)being revoked from his exile,faith he, y gv Rr 
the ſentence of Nerva, he betook himſelf to the Metropolis of pay x) Tay ge. 
E pheſus ; and bein g aſſiſted with the preſence of SEVEN B.- _ 4 2 
k Tertull. Preſcrips.c. 3 2. Similiter & Hieronymus in Catal. ſcript. Eccleſiaſt. cap, 17. in 
Polycarpo; & Nicephorus, lib 3. hiſt. ecclefiaſt. cap. 2 | Habemus & Johannis alummas 
Eccleſias. Nam etſi A pocalypſim eius Marcion reſtuit; ordo tamen Epiſcoporum ad orig inom 
recenſus in Johannem ſtabit audtorem. $16 & caterarum generoſitas recognoſcitur. Tertullian. 
adverſ. Marcion lib. 4. c. m Vygiouar: Nigga 2g eegeleg dvναννιν ,d i Eg 


Tlaugias Ad- 


gi gn He Y ahr de I Curb, z ouuTagiyror S Thy, Egec ly 
dvTiapbove ) ανπ]⁷ẽ² , Y Iimprers F cure sls ung. orwy 1000 Hee Ths e- 


c Tęgia.. Phot. Biblicthec, num. 234 
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Thoerr©- Sn © ee dg PE hoy 
Ti TldTpis & Alſo unto the neighbouring nations; in ſome places conſtituting 


fpakaxgud e- 


Fot, he took, upon bim the ge vermont of the Metropolic of 
rhe Epheſians : and continued, preaching the word of piety, 
untill the Empire of Trajan. | e 8 | 

That he remained with the Epheſ5ans.and the reſt of the bre- 

thren of Aſia, untill the dayes of Trajan, and that during the 

2 time of his abode with them, be publiſhed his Go/pel; is ſuffi- 

n Irenzus al · ciently witneſſed by (n) Ireneiu. That upon his return from 


W 


% 3 
n 
8 9 
-4 *% * 


ver/. hereſ. l. 2. the Iland, after che death of Damitian, he applyed himſelf 


— hare to the government of the Churches of Aa, is confirmed like- 
l **' wiſe both by () Euſebiu, and by (v) Hieroꝶm: who further 

vo. ng lib. 3. addeth, that (q) at the carneſt intreaty of the Brſvops of eAſia 
M. cap 23. e wrote there his Goſpel. ; | | 


p Hieronym. in And that he himſelfe alſo, being free from his baniſhment, 


Catal. ſeri. Ec. 4:4 ordaine Biſbops in diverſe Churches, is clearely teſtified by 


: e 
g — Clement of Alexandria: who lived in the next age after, and 


Preſat in E- delivereth it as a certain truth, which he had received from 
vangel, Mat= thoſe who went before him, and could not be farre from the 
thri. „ time wherein the thing it ſeif was acted. (r) When S. John 
A 1 Sy et (faith he) Domitian the Tyrant being dead, removed from the 


© [land of patmos anto Epheſus, 6y the intreaty of ſome be went 


viqvhνðů He Biſhops, in ot bers founding whole Churches. 
em hv E- Among theſe neighbouring Churches was that of Hierapo- 
cr, Nef . Jig, which had Papias placed (s) Biſhop therein. That this man 
x em rd n. was (1). a hearer of F.] ohn, and a companion of Polycarpus, is 
oroxwee Fs teſtified by his own Schollar (u) Irenæus: and that heTonver- 
0% d pay fed with (x) the di{ciples of the Apoſtles, and of Chriſt alfo ; 
zn beus ve. he himſelf doth thus declare, in the Proëme of the five books 


5 Sug ng. Which he intituled, A declaration of the words of the Lord. 


cla opporov. 833 Nee Ft TE 
Clem. Alexandrin. in lib. de divite ſalvando, (4 falſo Origenis nomine babetur editus, 


ad caltem tomi 3. Commentariorum Michaelis Ghiſlerii.) Euſeb. hiſt. lib. 3. cap 23. 
FEuſeb. lib. 3. hiſt. cap 35. Hieron. Catal. [cript. Eccleſiaſt. cap. 18, & Chronic. ad ann. 
Trajini 2, t Harig lv 1120 REFS, Iaxund peru I's eranp© Ye, de N . - 
&: 89 Irenæus adverſ. hareſ lib. 5 cap. 33. u lrenæus, vir AA poſtolicorum temporum & 
Papiæ auditoris Evangeliſtæ Johannis di{cipulus , Epiſcopus Eccleſa Lugdunenſis Hie- 


ronym. epiſt. 9. ad Theodoram. x Hi ſunt Presbyteri Apoſtolorum diſcipuli: quorum 


Trenaus, lib. 5, cap. 36. meminir, 
| "F 
7 8 


The Original of Brtnork; 7 
{y) If upon occaſion any of the Pretbyters, which had accom ! ww > M0 
2 fa rl 24 diligent) erquired what were _ — . * ll 
the ſpeeches which the Apoſtles uſed, what Andrew or what furhpoy v4. Fl 
Peter did ſay, or what Philip, or Thomas, or James, or John, en, | 
or Matthew, or {ome other of the diſciples of the Lord; and 795 Tort | 

Ae ANN | 


the things that Ariſtion and John the Elder, our Lords di- "2 


[ciples, did ſpeak, The two ſalt of whom he often cited by uy * li 
name in the proceſſe of the work; relating the paſſages in this abyus (ita e- 
kind which he had heard from them. nim ex Grecis 


. | 3 . 1 MSS. & vetere 
Neither can any man be ſo ſimple as to imagine, that in the Rg vero. 


language of Clemens eAlexandrinus the name of a Biſtop ne locus eſt c- 
Mould import no more then a bare Presbyter: if he conſider, ſtituendus) 25 
that not the (4) difference only betwixt Presbyters, Biſhops Ardpias,u rt || 
and Deacons is by him acknowledged; but further alſo, that {757795 d, 
the diſpoſition of their three offices, in his judgement, doth eee j 
carry with it (5) an imi tation of the eAngelicall glory. To 3 Iauecef, 5 
{ay nothing of the Emperour Hadrian: who, hard upon the 21 'Indevns | 
time of the fore-named Papias, writing unto the Conſul Ser. Ma7vaicr, 


vianus touching the ſtate of things in Æg pt, maketh diſtin | 7 2759, 
mention in his letter of (c) the Presbyters of the Chriſtians, ,,, Saris, re 
and of thoſe (4) who call themſelves the Biſhops of Chriſt. *Avuriov x, 6 
And thus having deduced Epiſcopacy from the Apoſtolicall Tprofv 72eys 


times; and declared, hat the Angels of the ſeven Churches were Ones Ts 
ho other, but ſuch as in the next age after the Apoſtles were == 0/4 Tear 


by the Fathers tearmed Biſbops : we are now further to en- Papias, in Pro- 
quire, why theſe Churches are confined unto the number of /e- mio Acytoy 


ven, in the ſuperſcription of that Apoſtolicall Epiſtle prefixed Kea en. 


before the book of the Revelation. (e) John to the [even 1 


| Churches in Alla: Grace be unto you and peace. where S. John hiſt. xc. Ah. 


xXx AS 

5 27 Tpss buTips 'Iwe.vvs auUTHXOOY EauTEHY ON01 ereg) ar, SY 5y TONGKIS £UTOVY 
Mvnpor ons, TOs &UTs guy fPappact Tino 1y duTay Dog. Euſeb · ibid. a Mve 
gil q d var mul, tis wedowns naerTe diartiviou wyyiyengnria Tl; BiEA L1G 
Tels dials. dl e Mpeo CUTEENS, al qe c1TKOT UG, duν,“ bs ama yhegts: Clem, | | 
Alexandr Pædagog. lib. 3. cap, ult. b Ai , x7! Thu eyxmneiay engytoTal, x 
br, Tpeo GuTEpav, uh pmihyaTe vine Ths dyysriring dlofng, Id. Stromat. 
lib. 6. c Nemo Cbriſtianorum Presbyter, Hadrian.epiſt, ad Servian apud Pl. Vopiſc. in vita 
Saturnini. d Qui ſe Chriſti Epiſcopos dicunt. Id, ibid. e Revel. 1. 4; 1 
K directing i 
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1 | i | i &c. 
chap. 2. | | 
l i 5 i Cor. 3. 10. Churches therein, eſpecially ſince S. Paul that (g) wiſe maſter - 


The original of Me xrROpoLTrans, 
cireRing his letters unto them thus indefinitly, without any 
mention of their particular names; cannot by common intend- 

ment be conceived to have underſtood any other thereby, but 
ſuch as by ſome degree of eminency were diſtinguiſhable from 

all the reſt of the Churches that were in Aſia, and in ſome ſort 
alſo did comprehend all the reſt under them. | 

For taking Aſia here in that ſtricter ſenſe, wherein the Ney 

Teſtament uſeth it, as denoting the Dydian Aſia alone (of the 


WIE! f Difquifit. circuit whereof ] have treated (/) elſewhere more particularly) 
I aching che it is not to be imagined, that after ſo long pains taken by the 


| eAfa properly Apoſtles and their diſciples in the husbanding of that part of 
the Lords vineyard, there ſhould be found no more but [ever 


1Cor. 16. 8,9, builder profeſſeth, that he had here (h) great door and effectu- 
all opened unto him: and S. Zyke teſtifieth accordingly, that 


is Ad. 19. 10,20 (1) al they which dwelt in Aſia heard the word of the Lord Ie- 


ſas, beth Ie mr and Greeks, ſo mightily grew the Word of God 
and prevailed, Which extraordinary bleſſing of God upon his 


5 At. $0, 18. labours, moved the Apoſtle to make his reſidence (&) in thoſe 
1 parts for the ſpace of three years: wherein he ceaſed not to 
| 0 warn every one night and day With tears, | ; 
C So that in all reaſon we are to ſuppoſe, that theſe ſever 


bit. natur. cap. 
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Churches (compriſing all the reft within them) were not bare 


= Parochiall ones, or ſo many particular congregations ; but Dro- 


ceſan Churches (as we uſe to call them) if not Metropolit ic all 
1 Plin. lib, g. rather. For that in (4) ZLaedicea, Sara, Smyrna, & pheſus and 
run cas. (n Per gamus, the Roman governours held their Courts of 
juſtice, to which all the Cities and Towns about, had recourſe 


1 29. * 9 . a : 
nd. ibid.e. 30. for the ending of their ſuites ; is noted by Pling. And belides 


» Pcolew. geo- theſe( which were the greateſt) Thyatira is alſo by (v) Ptolo- 
graph. lib. 5. my expreſly named a Metropolis. as Philadelphia al ſo is, in 
o Concil, Con- the (o) Greek Acts of the Councell of Conſtantinople held un · 
ftantizop, ſub der Menas. Which giveth us good ground to conceive, that 


e, 4. 5. the ſeven Cities, in which theſe ſeven Churches had their ſeat, 
1 | were all of them Metropolitical, and ſo had relation unto the 


reſt of the Townes and Cities of Aſia, as unto davghters riſing 
under them. | : 
. This 
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The original of Ma rnoO IN. 

This Lydia» Aſia was ſeparated from Caria by the river 
Ma ander 1 upon the banks whereof AMagneſia and Trallis 
were ſeated, to the Chriſtians whereof Ignatius directed two 
of his epiſtles ; wherein he maketh mention of Damas Biſhop 
of the one Church, and Polybius Biſhop (or (p) Ruler, as Eu- are 2 
ſebius calleth him) of the other, whom they had ſent to viſit 3 3 
him at Smyrna, adding withall in that to the Trallians, bis e 1! 
uſuall admonitions. (2) Be ſubject to the Biſhop,as to the Lord: n rege; 15 
and (r) to the Presbytery, as to the Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt 4s T4) Kugip. l 
our hope. (/) He that doth any thing without the Biſhop and _ epiſt · ad lf 
the Presbyters and the Deacons, ſuch a one is defiled in conſci- ay W. = 
ence, (t) Fareye well in peſus Chriſt; being ſubjett to the 0 — pars 1 
Biſßop, and likeWiſe to the Presbyters, . e j 

Wherein we may note, that within wel ve years after men- sb, I- 
tion of the ſeven Churches made in the Apocalyps (for then, gd Xeived + || 
as hath been ſhewed, were theſe epiſtles of Ignatius writs — 8 n 
ten) other Epiſcopal cities are found in the ſame Zydian Aſia; 8 1 | 
and two ſuch, as in after times are well known to have been ke n. 9 l 
() under the government of the Metropolitan of Epheſus. But M muri 
whether this ſubordination were as ancient as the dayes of Ig- fr das 
natins (whoſe Epiſtles are extant unto theſe three Churches ) any ES f 
and (x) Dama: the then Biſhop of Xagneſia, with Polybins of - " ng | 
Tralli, were at that time ſubject to Oneſimus the Biſhop of rel. I. 
Epheſ#s, might well be doubted: but that the ſame Ignatius : Hffecb- El 
directeth one of his Epiſtles unto the Church(y)which had fre. les ar, 
(dency in the place of the Region of the Romans; and in the bo- 4 „ ik 
dy thereof doth attribute unto himſelf the title of the Biſhop 5uiag » Trois | 
of Syria. Whereby, as he intimateth himſelf to have been eb ee, 
not onely the Biſhop of ¶Antioch, but alſo of the reſt of the We. l, 
province of Syria, which was under that Aetropolis: ſo doth at 5a | 
he like wiſe not obſcurcly fignifie that the Biſhop of Rowe had — —_— 1 
it chat time a preſidency over the Churches that were in the graph ſacr. Ce- 


(=) Urbicarian Region, as the Imperiall Conſtitutions, or the — a + ow ; 
f £ S927 1 | 


tomo i. Juris G reo Romani. a Jo. Leunclavio edit. pag. 90. * Euſeb. lib. 3. hiſt.ca . 330. 

Heis megta dy”) oy Tory N DH. Ignat. epiſt. ad Roman. 2 Ex U 1 | 

Regione. Cod. T heod, lib. x4, tit. 2. leg. 33 | * KA 3 | 7 
K 2 


Roman 


| 59 The Original of MerrRovoLItans) 
* Ex Provit= * Roman Province, as the Acts of the firſt Counicell of Arie, 
64 Romand, call it. | | VV 
gy" N What that Vrbicarian Region was, Þ will not now ſtand to 
nominibuzquz-diſcuſſe : whether T'#ſcia onely, wherein Rome it ſelfe was 
Coneilio Are- ſituated (which in the dayes of Ignatius was one entire regi- 
latenſi I. præ - on, but afterwards divided into T #/cia Suburbicaria and An- 
fra leguntur. nonæria) or the territory wherein the Præfectus Urbs did ex- 
wine 2 = erciſe his juriſdiction (which was confined witbin the com- 
laterales Epi. paſſe of a hundred miles about the City) or, with that, thoſe 
| ſeoposerant alii other provinces alſo whereunto the authority of the Yicarins 
' Epiſcopt, qui Vrbis did extend; or laſtly the circuit within which thoſe 69. 
| — 3 Biſhopticks were contained that (a) were immediatly ſubject 
Pontifii aut; to the Biſhop of Rome, and frequently called to his Synoads: 
#lji Primati vel the names whereof are found regiſtred in the Records of that 


| ö i, -eArchiepiſcopo Church. The antiquity of which number, as it may in ſome 


ſubjefti ;, gui ſort receive confirmation from the Roman Synod of ſeventy Bi- 


10 | Jrequenter as frag held under Celaſius: ſo for the diſtinRion of the Biſhops 


b Of; ar of 


- uy 35 which belonged to the city of Rome, from thoſe that apper- 


Vatican af ud tained to Itaiy, we have a farre more ancient teſtimony from 

Baron ann. the Edict of the Emperour Aurelian; who in the controver- 

1%. 8. 25 · ſie that aroſe betwixt Paulus Samoſatenus and Domnnus for 

Pagine 2-4... the houſe which belonged unto the Church of Antioch, com- 
Pons emer . | 1. 

trol Sv Manded that it ſhould be delivered to them, (6) to whom the 

Tes tod ouij q Biſhops of Italy and Rome ſhould by their letters declare that 


{ , lab Ni- it ought to be given. Which diſtinction, aſwell in the foreci- 


il li mark _ ted (e) Acts of the Councell of Arles, as in the Epiſtles of the: 
cap. but Eu- (4) Sardican Synod and (e) Athauaſius, may likewiſe be obſer- 


ſeb. lib. . c. 0. ved: the name of Italy being in a more ſtrict ſenſe applyed 
[| wave fly ; 55 therein to the ſeven Pcovinces, which were under the Civil ju- 
Ul Tak 4 riſdiction of the Vicarius or Lieutenant of Italy, and the Ec- 
Ii *Pouatey cleſi aſticall of the Biſhop of Millaine. 

„ban tien: And it is well worth the obſerving, that the Fathers of the 


7. 780 pas 


Fos g715ioey. c. Ex Provincia Italia, civitate Mediolanen, &c. Ex Provincia Romana, 
|| cfvitate Portnen,. ut ſupra. d H. Ai ovroog aura firs amo Pan. x) ITeaas Synod. 
| Sardic, epiſt. ad Alexandrin. in 2. Athanaſii Apologia (tomo 2. Oper edit, Commelin. 

| Page 588.) e Ard 78 The peydans Pouns Y Ths 'ITrNIGs de, Athanal. epiſt. ad 

| lolitary vit. agentes, (ibid. pag. 640.) ; OE”: 
great 


| great Councell of Nice afterwards confirming this kinde of 
primacy, in the Biſhops of Alexandria, Rome and Antioch, f Oui 5 N 
and (Y) in the Metropolitans of other Provinces; do make their x7" hav A, 7. 
entrance into that Canon with Te apyale l n zexreire, Let the 209992 9 © 
AN CIENT cuſtomes continue. Which as it direct s 
antiquity of the Metropoliticall juriſdiction of the Biſhop of _ 
Rome, ſo doth it likewife confirm the opinion of thoſe wh — gate 
conceive the Metropolitan of Alexandria to be meant in th Saudne dals. 
paſſage of the Emperour Hadrian epiſtle unto — ler No I Bey 
(g)Even the veryPatriarch bim{elf,when he commeth into 2 8 
ep.. by fome compelled to adore Serapis, and by ethers to wo os oe — 
[vip Cbriſt. As if, upon his returning into Egypr, either from Gone t- 
= e - _ and Pentapol (which his ſame Nicene !97* Snore, 

2an0n ſheweth to have of i Tes: I got 

e of old belonged unto his care) or from 5 we day ov. 


his flight in that preſent time of perſecution ; he ſhould ſuffer „ed Geros wil 


this diſtraction: the heathen labourin 

: & g to compell him t Sur tives mia 
worſhip of Serapis, and his own Chriſtian noch on the — gere, Conci 
fide ſtriving to keep him conſtant in the ſervice of Chriſt. For b 
that either the Heathen had will, or the Chriſtians pow — 
_ _ to force the Jew:/b Patriarch (of whom 4 3 , —— 
erſtand the place) to the adoration of {brift: e — 
m - probability in it. | nn. ah al 8 
That part alſo of the Canon, whi ‚ jene en al- 
rights of Metropolitans of all i — — 
open unto us the meaning of that complaint which * fm. Hadrian 
threeſcore and ten years before the time of this Synod 'S. Cy. ebiſt. ad Servi- 
prian made againſt Novatianus; for the confulion wbich b an, apud Vo- 
his ſchiime he brought upon the Churches of God : chat 1 
( . long — Provinces, and in all Cities, Bi- 1 jampri⸗ 
ſhops bad been ordained, in age ancient, ſound in faith, tryed dem per ones 


in affliction, proſcribed in perſecution ; yet took he the bold- provincias, & 
per urbes ſengu. 


eſſe to create other falſe Biſhops over thei | 
| err heads, Namely, 11 
* b 5 o 2 Y [ 3 1 1 
ſubordinate Biſnops in every City, and Metropolitan: iy Kaen — 
every Province. 55 te antiqui, in 
3 


| 10 eAfricke at that time, although there were many civil file integri, in 
27, in perſecutione proſeripti; ille ſuper eos creare alios pſeudi-epiſcopoſ ** 


Bpiſt, 5 2. 


Provinces 


: -- 
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. Mautitanias 


Sy as EL. 


1 Tz Kue Provinces, yet was there but one Eccleſiaſtieall: whereof Cy- 
ys Nebel prian himſelf was (i) Archbiſhop 3 as the Fathers of the Trml- 
ee 6 lan Sy nod call him. It pleaſed, faith he in one of bis Epiſtles, 
* Ponsrl. (&) all the Bishops conſtituted either in our Province or be- 
Conſtantinop. ond the Sea: intimating thereby, that all the Biſhops which 


in Trullo, Can. wyere on his fide the Sea did belong unto one Province. (1) For 


our Proviuce, ſaith he in another place, 4 ſpread more lar ge- 
- 1:4. ty « having Numidia 4%, and both the Mauritaniaes, annexed 
ſcopis, vel inno- *} 3 Ding , z 07 
ſtra provizcia,, unto it. Whence that great Councell aſſembled by him for 
vel trans mare determining the queſtion touching the baptizing of thoſe that 
confirms. Cy. had been baptized by Hereticks, is ſaid to be gathered (m) one 
3 i ry of the Province of Africa, Numidia, and Mauritania. For 
111 fe eſt no. howſoever in the civill government, the Procon/ular eAfrica 
ſtra provincia; (wherein Carthage was ſeated) Numidia and both the Aau- 
habet etiam ritanies (Sitifenſis and Cæſarienſis) were accounted three di- 
Numittam & ind provinces : yet in the Eccleſiaſticall adminiſtration they 
were joyned together and made but one Province, immediately 


2. 
k ii niverſis Epi. 


duas ſibi cohæ- 


renten. Id. Epiſt. ſubject to the Metropoliticall juriſdiction of the prime See o 


Carthage, . 

Some threeſcore years before this African Councell was 
held by Cyprian, thoſe other Provinciall Synods were aſſem- 
nil. Concil, bled by the Metropolitans of ſundry nations, fot the compoſing 
Cypriani, of the Paſchall controverſie, then hotly purſued : and among 
nA x7 TN thereſt, that in our neighbour country, out of (a) the Pa- 
ey TS riſes (for ſo, in the ancient language of the Church, thoſe 
prec incts were named, which now we call Dieceſes) of which 
Euſcb, hiſtor. 1renens had the ſuperintendency; whence alſo he wrote that 
lib. 5. cap 23. free Epiſtle unto Victor Biſhop of Rome, (o) in the perſon of 
2 Ex aegowrs thoſe brethren over whom he was Prepdent, At which time 
— el (and before) the (p) molt famous Metrepoles of that Country, 
aden . Ibid, and ſo the () moſt eminent Churches therein, were Lyons and 
cap 26. Vienna; in the one whereof Irenæus was then no leſſe re- 
p Hs uh · nowned a Prelat, then Cyprian was afterwards in Africa. 


Ae mene Dionyſius, the famous Biſhop of Corinth, was elder then 
s Tas * 1. \_ 5 wry 
Fas ar rb Siaghpiont Eben? Abyder& Bie va. Ibid. cap. 1. q AiThd's 
Sagavifatar M e. Id. ibid. os ng TleAvxapTe difackanta; dTHAdLOWW, 
27/67 0 oh TeAgTEY M eaptpioy, Theodoret, in A7Tpin)g, 


45 IEP 
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Africa, Numi- 


05 emen ret. 


they 


The originall of Mnrropotitans; 

they: who among many other Epiſtles, directed one (r)to the 
Church of Fortyna, and all the reſt of the Chutches of Crete ; 
wherein he ſaluted their Biſoop Philip, Whereby it appeareth, 
that at that time, aſwell as in the ages following, (/) Gortyna 
was the Metropolis, and the Bybhop thereof the Metropolitan 
of all the reſt of that whole Iſland. Which kinde of ſuperin- 
tendency there, Euſebius (the ancienteſt Eccleſiaſt icall Niſto- 
rian now extant) deriveth from the very times of Titus; whom, 
out of the hiſtories that were before his time, he relateth to 
have held (+) the Biſhoprick of the Churches in Crete. With 


whom the Grecians of after times do fully concurre ; as appea- 


reth both by the ſubſcription annexed by them unto the Epiſtle 
of S. Paul (j to Titus, ordained (as there they ſay) the fir 
Biſhop of the Church of the Cretiant; and by the argument 
prefixed by them before the ſame, ſpeaking of him to the ſame 
effect, that (v) he was by Vaul ordained Biſhop of that great 
country, and had commiſſion to ordain the Biſh:ps that were 
under him, which they gather out of thoſe words of S. Paul 
unto him. (7) For thu cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 
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ſouldeſt ſes in order the things that are wanting, and ordain poixias Icepæl- 


Elders in every City, as I had appointed thee, Out of which 
M. Calvin collecteth this doctrine unto us for the generall. we 
learn out of this place, that there was not then ſuch an equality 
betwixt the miniſters of the Church, but that there Was (ome 
one who was preſident over the reſt both in authority and in 
counſell. And 8 Chryſofom,for the particular of Titus, (a) Had 
he not been an approved man, be would not have committed that 
whole Iland unto him: he would not have commanded him to 
ſupply the things that were defeftive ; he Would not have com- 
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mitted unto him the judgement of ſo many Biſhops, if he had Ny fporomnviv- 
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not had very great confidence in the man. And Biſhop e well „ "PEIRPY 
r Kphrns, ui ene, KEY elpororuTo Gar Tod auh, intrt νẽj⅜di 14s a anray 
omoxoTes Yepotovnads Theodorer, argument. epiſt ad Tir, in Oecomenio. y Tit. 1. 5, 
2 Diſeimus ex hoc loco, non eam fuiſſe tunc æqualitatem inter Eccleſia miniſtros; quin unus ali- 
quis autoritate & con{iio pracfſet. Calvin. in Tit. 1. 5. a Fj un 4 nv Jounu©@r, wi as 
ere THY VITOY OAOKANpey , KK AD To. NSIQS ITE dVaTANPATAI aero eTaAGEY 
("Ive Ye, on, Td Aemorre GnS1e9way) Brgy Toaerdy GinThOTnY xphoty (Tie 
Tpellir, l An op es 33dþpu my drIps, Chryſoſt. in Tit. 1, Homil. 1. 

| upon 


Sd. * a> * 
K 7 — A 


—— ——Ü—Ü— Es 


— 
. 
- —— 


* — 


nis gratiam, ne- 


& 


 Theoriginall of Mz xROPOLITANS) 
upon him again. Having the government of many Biſh oþr 5 
what may we call him but an Archbiſhop? 3 1 


2 Which is not ſo much to be wondred at, when we ſee that 
= the Bilhops of another Iland ſtick not (and that without any 
controll to deduce the ordination of their Aietropolitan from 
the Apoſtolick times, in the face of the whole generall Coun- 


cell of Epheſus, For whereas the Patriarch of Antioch did 


b i A. claim an intereſt in the ordaining of the Metropolitan of Cy- 


poſtolis nun- prus: the Biſhops of that Iland preſcribed to the contrary, that 
quem poſſuut (b) from the time of the holy Apoſtles it could never be ſhewed, 
oſtendere quod that the Biſhop of Antioch Was ever preſent at any ſuch ordina- 
* — tion, or did ever communicate the grace of ordination to that 
naverit, vel Iland; and that the former Biſhops of C onſtantia (the Me- 
communicave- tropoli⸗ of Cyprus) Troilus, Sabinus, Epiphanius, (c) and all 
rit unquam in the holy and orthodoxe Biſhops which were before them, ever 
ſalæ ordinatio- ſince the holy A poſtles, were conſtituted by thoſe which were in 
1 ui, Cprut, and therefore deſired that(d)"as in the beginning from 
que alius quiſ. cane: | 
quam, Concil. the times of the Apoſtles, and by the conſtitutions and canons 
Epbeſin. Act. 2. of the moſt holy and great Synod of Nice, the Synod of the Cy- 
c Et nunc me- prian Biſhops remained untouched and ſuperiour to privy under- 
morati Efiſcopb minings and open power; ſo they might ſtill be continued in the 
enen pole nion of their ancient right. Whereupon the Co acell con- 
Apoſtolis exam Hoſſeſſion of their ancient right. ereupon uacell con 
emncs ortho- demning the attempt of the Biſhop of Antioch, as (e) an inno- 
aoxi, ab bis qui vation brought in againſt the Eccleſiaſticall laws and the ca- 
in Cypro conſit- nons of the holy Fathers; did not only order, that (J) the ge- 
dat ſunt. Ubid. er nours of the Churches which were in Cyprus ſhould keep 
: —4—4 their own right entire and inviolable, according to the Canons 
Apoſtolorum & of rhe holy Fathers and their ancient cuſtome: but alſo (g) for 
conſtitutionibus | ; | 
& canonibus ſauctiſſimæ & magnæ Synodi Nicana; illaſa & ſuperior inſidiis & poteutiã 
permanſit neſtra Cypriorum Syuodus. Ibid; e Tiegypea Tags Tis ukAnvias nts dere x; 
786 ka Ts driytov martpwy naimoToriuuever, Ibid. f "EEvor T) avernpiaroy x) d g- 
g o 07 &yioy exkaAnoor of x7 Thy Koapoy aeyto ares x71 Tos Kevovds r ogtwp 
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The brginning of which kind of ſubordination of many Bi- 
ſhops unto one chief, if it were not tobe derived from Apoſto- 
licall right; yet it is by Beæs fetched (h) from the fame light 


b Negue ver) - 
magis cxiſti-„ 


of Nit urs and enforcement of Vece ſſi Ji whereby men were wants eff; 


at firſt induced to enter into conſorittions; ſubſe cted one unto zung erterhum 


mother; and by Burer acknowledged to have (i) been conſen- urdinem juiſſe 


tangous to the Law of Chriſt, and to have been done by the initio humani 


— Au body of Chriſt ; and by all men muſt be confeſſed to Sener. 144 


be confermable tg the pattern delivered by God unto Aoſas. lin, gr E 


For having, ſet apart the threei families. of the Levilet for his gu urlet, &+ - 
own ſervices. and conſtituted a chef (as we have heard) over exrurbibis i-. 


_ evety. of them: he placed immediately over them all, not vitates ipſæ, 


Aaron the High Prieſt, but Elia cer his ſon, ſaying, (b) Ele- [#44ente naturd* 


& neceſſitate 


azar, the ſon of Haren the Prieſt, ſhall be chief over the chief flagitame, ſeu- 


of the Levites ; and had the overſight of ihm that keep the ſim eojermt; 
charge of the Sanfte; e i eee e ora. 
T reſpeck of wdich ch gbr, 2 he bath by the S. iat in erf. ſee 
(warrantably enough by the Word of God) given unto him —— — 
NN of () a Biſsop: ſo. the Holy Ghoſt baving vouch- miniſtr. contr. 
ſafed to honour him with the title of 1971:2iw3 N () & Saravi cap 28. 
Apx v Em Tay dN e v Aνννο the Prefiaent of the <Preſp. (ef. qi 


dents of the Levites , none, that without prejudice did take the — 


atter into conſiderarion, would much ſtick to affard unto him g Chriſti, fe- 
the name of an Arch. biſbop, at leaſt he would be taught hereby, bargue ex jure 
to retain that reyerend opinion of the primitive B iſbops of t he corporis Chriſti. 


Chriſtia® Church (who ſo willingly ſubmitted themſelves, not A Uthe. 


only to the 4rchiepiſcopalybur alſp'to's Patriarchical govern- gerii. (inter 
ment) which Calvin profeſſed he did: that in all th, they were ſeripta ejbs An- 
far from having a thought, (n) te deviſe anot her form of Church · glicana, pag. 
government, then that which God had preſcribed in hi Word, 65) "Ip 
IE ? EA.. LXX. Num: 4. 16. m id. Num. 3. 32. n 2 
res Epiſco pos non aliam regende Eccleſia formam volniſſe fingere ab eã quam Deus Verbo ſus 

Naſeri pft. Calvin, Infticurslibiiq cap. 4. ſect. 4. N * 
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The Writers; g rb in the next Age after the Apa 7 6 
have here given teſtimony for Epiſcopacy. 


a 7 G71 5% 1 IN the XIIII. year of Domitian, about the XCV. year of our 


de ievrs, 5% Lord (according to the ro S. John wote his Re- 
Si evvpoTr, velation; and in i; the Epi e directed by our Saviour to the An- 
i nr gel of the Church in Philadelp be No longer then twelve years af · 


Jraxoriev THY 
cer that time, Ignatius ( 85 obns Schollar) writerh his oy unto 
als, 74 rep the ſame Church. In the beginning way a} he giveth 


LE runccar 9 
TUE unto their BiſSop ; that (4) be knew hi mo bave been | — 
ll Kalke. if. 4 f. not 1 bimſelf, nor by men, 0 that Miniſtery, perteining to ibr publick. 


*r well of the Church; vrhich is every whit as much, as if he had cal 
ph. 

b eie Smenor led him their Angel, Afterwards hie telleth them, that there is biit 
coc, d (b) one Bybip, joyned with the Presbytery and the Deacons: and that 
eg he delivered this as the voice of God; (c) Take beed unto your Bi. 
Y Tois dane. ſhop, aud to the Presbytery and tbe Deacons , 15 d) calling him to wir 
vols. gr neſſe, for whom he was bound (and for whom he went then unto. 
O du,? his laſt martyrdome ) that he had not this from humane fleſh. (ot 
— — =. from the mouth of men) but chat the Spirit ſpake it. the 
— — Bi(pop do nothing. So that from S. Jahns time, we have this 6 

7 , tinued ſucceſſion of witneſſes „in che age nent following, for N. 


276 7 
— copacy. 
2 Tols Srexovors. Ibid. d Morus pots AS, 2 37. V 50uaTO- ay wh. (al. 
dad Gapxes dv 0 pa, ions) x re re, extpy3s [ Kh ] ayer” —_ | 
zen und dr mote ire. Id. ibid. cum 8 . 124. 


In the year: 
CVII. Ignatius , Biſhop of Antioch , here Eft they were 


called Gen, 
the Biſhops of 


8 3% 


CERN. * Ha ian the Emperor , couching 


d. ue ham een, t5 05 95G 
CLXIX. The Church of Smyrna. | Lean 
CLXXV- Dionyſ#us, Biſhop of Corinth, 
CLXXX. Hegeſeppus, from Fudes., 
Irenæus, Biſhop of Lions, near uhto i us; 


{ CXCV.. Tertwllian, 
Polyerates, B METH 
CC. Clemens, Presbyter of 


< L \ 1 ” P 4 
„„ IN EEG) —F—x\ 
N * —_— - — N \ r — — 7 7 — 
CT ot >yi(ff. YR 14 + © Ri Fs 
7 * * Fs NCQ GAY d 1 
4 b , » , \ 
A y . AY Y * I K ” # JD — 
Nee 
2. BA * 
— 


SSC REC III AL 


The ApoRtolical Atiſticytion of 
Eerscoracy: „ deduced out of 
che premiſes , by V. C. 


F we abſtrat from Epiſcopall government 
, N call aceidentals, and tonſidet onely what is 


J. 


ia ĩt no more but this : An appointment 


o of one man of eminent ſanRity and ſuffici- . 


o& ; DB ency to have the care of all che Churhes, 
within a certain Precin& or Dioceſſe; and 
ing bim with authority, not abſolute or arbitrary, but 


him a convenient numbèr of aſſiſtants. To the intent that afl 
the Churches under him may be provided of good and able Pa- 
ſtours: and that both of Paſtours and people conformity to 
ſawes aud performance of their duties may be required, under 
penalties, not left to diſcretion, but by lady appointed. 

To this kind of government I am 1 nor by any particular in- 
tereſt ſo devoted, as to think it ought to be maintained, ei- 
ther in oppoſition to Apoſtoſick inſtitution, or to the much 
deſired 990 orms tion of mens lives, and reſtauration of Primi- 
tive diſcipline, or to aby law or precept of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus, Chriſt: for that were to maintain 4 means con- 
erary to the end. For obedience to our Saviour is the end for 
which Church Government is appointed. Bur if it may- be 

demonſtrated, or made much more probable then the contra; 
*. 1 verily think, it may: „ it is not repugnant — 
2 the 


e ſientiall and neceſſury to it; we ſhall find 


ao ry and bounded by lawes, and thoderated by joyning to 
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defire thoſe that are in authority; eſpecially the High Court 


The Apoſtolicall Inſtitution of Ev I 3coPacr; | 
the government ſetled in and for the Church 2 Apoſtles: 
I I, - Thar it is as complyable wien che reformation of zy 
evill which we. deſire to reform either in Church or State, 
or the introduction of any good 


[ 


of any good which We deſite to intro- 
duce, as any other kind of government; And III. That there 
is no law, no record of our Saviour againſt it: then 1 hope it 
will not be thought an unreaſonable motion; if we humbly 


of Parliament, that it may got be ſacriſiced to clamour, or 
over- born by violence: and though (which God forbid) the 
greater patt of the multitude ſhould cty, Cruci ſie, Crucifie, 
yet our Governours would be ſo full of Juſtice and cou- 
rage, as not to give it 2 perfectly undezſkand 
cerning Epiſcopacy it ſelf, Quid mali fecit: IH 
this time only of che firſt of theſe three points: That Epiſeq 
pacy is not repugnant to the government ſetled in the Churc 
for perpetuity by the Apoſtles. Whereof I conceive this which 
01 7 clear a demonſtration, as any thing of this nature js 
capable of.. EIT OLED C8 
- That chis government was received uaiverſally in the Clibtch, 
either in the Apoſtles time, or preſently after, is ſo evident and 
inqueſtionable, that the moſt learned adverſaries of this go- 
vernment do themſelves confeſſe tit. 
Petrus Molinens, in his book De munere poſtorali, pur- 
oſely written in defence of the Presbyteriall government, ac- 


14 FUR» 


. og 4 Pp WY 4? S772 1 q terre St 4s 58 | | 
nowledgeth : That preſently after the Apoſtles times, or 


even in their time (as bee ſtory witneſſeth) it was 


ity one of the Presbytery ſnould be 


ordained, That in every C E 
called a Biſhop, who ſhould haye preheminence over his Col- 
leagues ; to avoid confuſion which oft times ariſeth out of e- 
quality. And M this form of government all Churcties every 
r ins i ea as... 
T heodorns Biz, ia his Trict De. triplics Epiſtopates ge- 
nere, confeſſeth in eſſecꝭ the ſame thing. For having diſtin- 
guiſned Epiſcopacy , into three kinds, Divine, Humane, and 
Satanicall, and attributing to the ſecond (which he calls Hu. 
mane, but we maintain and.conceive to be Apeſtelicall) not 
| | : only 


ry 


Tue Apoſtolical Inſtimion of Er rs erf? 78 


only a priority of order, but 2 ſuperiority of power, and au- 
thority over other Presbyters,” bounded yet by lawes and ca- 
nons provided againſt Tyranny: he clearly profeſſeth, that of 
this kind of Epiſcopacy is to be underſtood whatſoever we 
read concerning the authority of Biſhops or Preſidents (as 
Tuſtin Martyr calls them) in Ignatius, and other more anci- 
ent Writers. i ee eee 8 | 
Certainly from theſe two great defenders of the Presby- * To whom 
tery we ſhould never had this free acknowledgement, ſo pre- two others al- 


judiciall to their own pretence, and ſo advantageous to their ſo from Gene- 


adverſarics purpoſe, had not the evidence of clear and unde- 90 * — 


niable truth enforced them to it. It will not therefore be ne- chamcru (in 
ceflary to ſpend any time in confuting that uningenuous afſer- Panſtratia, ts, 
tion of the Anonymus Authour of the Catalogue of Teſtimo- . lib. 16. cap. 
nies for the equality of Biſhops and Pres byters, who affirmes, S. ſect 24.) and 
That their diſparity began long after the Apoſtles times: But 
we may ſafely take for granted that which theſe two learned in epiſt. Igna- 
Adverſaties have confeſſed; and ſee, whether upon this foun- tii ad Phila» 
dation laid by them, we may not by unanſwerable reaſon raiſe delph. cap. 14. 
this ſuperſtruction. |  _ 

That ſeing Epiſcopall Government is confeſſedly fo anci- —— cap. 
«ent and ſo Catholique, it cannot with reaſon be denyed to be 3.) which is 
_ * Apoſtolique.. | Ne: 25 ED fully alſo des 

For ſo great achaoge, as between Presbyteriall Govern- — ena 
ment and Epiſcopal}, could not poſlibly' have prevailed all Treatiſe. T. 
the world over, in a little time. Had Epiſcopall Govern- the teſtimo- 
ment been an aberration from, or a corruption of the Govern- nies of thoſe 


ment left in the Churches by the Apoſtles, it had been very who wrote in 


ſtrange, that it ſnould have been received in any one Church the ya pom 

ſo ſaddainly , or that it ſhould have prevailed in all for ma- —— mo 

ny Ages after. Variafſe debuerat error Eccleſrarnns : quod | 

autem apud omnes unum eſt, non eſt erratum, ſed traditum. 

Had the Churches err'd, they would have varied. What 

therefore is one and the ſame amongſt all, came not ſure 

by errour, but tradition. Thus Tertullian argues very pro- 

bably. from the conſent of the Churches of his time, * 
| TEN after 
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know no force was equall to the courage of the Chriſtie of 
thoſe times. Their lives were then at command (for they 
had not then learn'c to fight for Chriſt) but their obedience 
to any thing againſt his Law was not to be commanded (for 
they had perfectly learn'c to die for him.) Therefore there was 
no power thea to command<his change; or if there had been 


any, it had been in vain. 


What device then ſhall we ſtudy, or to what dünn 
ſhall we reduce this ſtrange pretended. alteration? Oan it 


enter into our hearts to think, that all the Presbyters and 
other Chriſtians then, being the Apoſtles Schollers, could be 
generally ignorant of the will of Chriſt; touching the neteſſi 


ty of a Presbyteriall government? Or dare we adventure to 
think them ſo ſtrangely wicked all the world over, as againſt 
knowledge and conſcience to conſpire againſt it? Imagine 
the ſpirit of Diotrephes had entered into ſome or a great many 
of the Presbyters, add poſſeſſed chem with an ambition * 


in a longtime to gain upon the liberty of any one people, 
undoubtedly we ſhall never entertain ſo wild an imaginati- 
on, as that among all the Chriſtian Presbyceries in the world, 
neither conſcience of duty, nor love of liberty, nor averſe- 
neſſe from pride and uſurpation of others over them, ſhould 
prevail ſo much as with any one, to oppoſe this pretended 
univerſall invaſion of the Kingdome of Chriſt and the liberty | 


Wen I hall ſee therefore all the fables in the Met amor. 
phoſis acted and prove ſtories ; when I ſhall ſee all the De- 
mocraties and Ariſtocraties in the world lye down and ſleep, 

and awake into Monarchies : then will I begin to believe that 
Presbyteriall government , having continued in the Church 
during the Apoſtles times, ſhould preſently after, againſt the 
Apoſtles doctrine and the will of Chriſt, be whirl'd about 
like a ſcene in a maſque, and transformed into Epiſcopacy. 
In the mean time, while theſe things remain thus incre- 
dible, and in humane reaſon impoſſible ; I hope I ſhall have 
leave toconclude thus. Epiſcopall government is 3 


— 


—— —_—y 


| ledged to have been univerſally received in 
Preſently after the Apoſtles times. Between th 
times and this preſently after, there was not time enoudh 
nor poſſibility of, ſo great an alteration. And therefore t& 
Was no ſuch alteration as is pretended. And therefore E 


ſcopacy, being confeſſed to be ſo ancient and Catholique 


muſt be granted alſo to be Ape 
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